T H E — 
FAITHEFVLL 
SVBIECT: 
"7 O R | 
 eMephiboſeth. 
: _ OT 
SALOMONS PORCH: 
| TM, HCO 
A Caueat for t Ned rr WM enter G ods 
H O ViSE: 
Is a Sermons Preached at Paules Crofle : 


Allowed by Authority and now publiſhed ypon oc< 
caſfion : By W. Weſterman Bachel: of Divinity,and, 
_ . . Chapl. tothe Right Honourable,and Ri. 
Reuerend, the L., Archb, of 
Canturbury. J/ & 


Printed for 6. Seaton, and Simon IWaterſon,dweF 
ling in Paules Churchyard, arthe figne 
» ofthe Croyne, 1608; 


- T_T LE 


( 


-\ "WE 
Im, Laws 


=, 


”» 


3 ae 


ThePrinter,co the 
READER. 


I IST) Izht Chriſtian & enrteons _—_ i 
WERE Reader. Theſe two ſermons 1M 
1 which I preſent wnte thy 1/1 8 
MAN E view.,by ſome interpoſit di- 

SSSI) tance were preached at 

Paulcs Crofle. The later of them firſt prin 

ted and ſet, was threxened by ſome (that 
catch words as they fly }to haue beene preſſed 

from the notes haſtily taken : which to pre- 
nent , the Author promiſed to deliuer his 
owne Copy. But in the meane time, hearing 

that ſome unknowne Zibah hadde ſecretly 
whiſpered , againſ# ſome ſmall miſtaken 
points thereof (as Spiders will be working im | 

Princes pallaces ſometimes,though it be but "11% 
 inCobwebs ) he made a ſtay of his promiſe, '\F 

till the greateſt had ſatisfied their graner 419 

indgements. And now at the laſt, like Mc: 

phiboſcth, zaray but loyall, he fendes thee * >. 
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to the Reader. 


this Sermon,bearing in the forehead and bo. 
ſame thereof a ſuſficient Apology, to ſtill the 
prinat buz, of any,that by the eccho of a falſe 
Relation, haue miſſe-mmformed themſelues or 
others. Further ,tothis, the Anthor for com- 
pany, hath added a ſecond Sermon, vitered 
7n the ſame place: that 45 no doubt ,theywere 
fruitfullin the delinery to the diligent Au- 
ditors , ſo they may redouble that fruite to 
thee the Chriſtian Reader whoſe benefit ene 
ry way the Authour intending , Tam moſt 
willing to further, as a profeſſed Inſtrument 
of thy geod. Inregard whereof let vs haue 
thy Prayers, and God the glory,and ſo Farc- 


well. 
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The faithful Subtet 
WE 
Mephiboſeth, 


Text. 2, 9AM. 19, 29, 


And the King ſaid unto him, why ſpeakeſt 
thou any more of thy matters? I haue 

ſaid, Thou and Zibah dinide the Lands. 

30 And Mcphiboſeth {aid vnro the king, 
yea, let him take all: ſeeing my Lord the 
King ts come home in peace. 


>--©5 His is the Cataſtro- 
= phe or Concluſion 
; \ of certaine matters 

| SIS paſt, betwecne three 
FRA parties here mentio- 
7 ned : The King, Me- 

> phiboſeth,and Zibah: 
all, in their kind, votable: for David was 
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an excellent King, Mephiboſech a moſt 
loyall SubiecF, Zybahatreacherons Ser- 
uant, and a notable Sycophant. Dauidand 
Mephiboſeth , ace ſpeakers in this Scene : 
Zyvah is mute, but he had plaid his part 
*2 Sam.9,7+X before. Nauid had (hewed (a) mercy to 
| Mephiboſeth, tor his father Lonathis ſake, 
| had graunted him Samls lands & (eruants, 
| _ amongſt whome. was Zybah, and thence 
/ "oe 16,1 came the miſchicte. For» Zybah of a Ser- 
23 uant, bceing a houſe-enemy, and afalſe 
harlor, taketh his aduantage of his may- 
ſters lamenefle, in Daurds flight and dan- 
ver, when icatouſic of friends, increaſe of 
14 ; focs, and ſhort prouiſton made way and 
welcome to guifts and ales, & even then 
i heaccuſeth his lame maiſter being abſcnt, 
-? of treaſonable aſpiring to the kingdome. 
| Dauid belecues Zybah, condemns Mephi- 
beſeth, beſtowes the lands of a good mai- 
ſtcr, ypon a bad ſeruanr. Bur yet art laſt, 
q behold ſome happineſſe ; The K. returnes 
F in peac?,and Tnnocency hath a day of hea- 
* |, ezSam 19,24 79%g- Mephiboſerh, fo far from treaſon, 
{ IN” that he had neither waſhed his feet, cloths, 
] por beard, from the kings departure, til bis 
 retarne: 
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or Mephiboſeth. 
returne: now offcreth to cleare himſelfe, 
laying the fault vppon Zibah, who inter- 
cepted his purpoſe,and (ct him beſide the 
ſaddle,when he was ready to haue atten. 
ded tlie king in his danger. His Innocen- 
cy he pleads with modeſty, his landes he 
regards not, the Xings former fauours he 


rchearſcth,his wrongs he vrgeth not, but 


without further ſujre and clamor,he {ub- 
mitreth himelfe wholy to the pleaſure of 
the king,avan Angel of God. Now what | 
is, firſt tbe kings pleaſure : (ccondiy, what 
is the Reſt and reſolution of Mephiboſeth, 


may it pleaſe you, with your wonted fa- 


uour to attend. | 

| The kings pleaſure is fer, downe, firſt 
by an Interruption of ſpeech: Vt quid loque- 
ru vitta ? Why doveſt thou [prake any mare 
of thy matters ?2Secondly by a poſzriue or- 
der : Thou and Zibah dinide the lands. 

2 Mephiboſeths reſolution'is a willing 
acceptance of any thing; or a reſignation 
of all :* Etiam an tollat : Let him take 
all: yttered with a reaſon of /owe and loy- 
alty. Seeing my Lord the King is come home 
inpeace. The ſurame of all is : The King 

7 p being 
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well dealt withall. Or thus : 1 was ouer- 


T he faitbfull SubteCt 


being both to haue many words, about a 


matter ynpleaſant to his cares, inioyncth 
filence, and yecldeth him a kind of reme- 


dy, biddeth him Divide with his Scruanr, 
 eithcr not throughly perſwaded of Mephi- 


boſeths integrity, 8 Zybahs treachery : or 
not willing to alter his formetdecree hows 
ſocuer.But Aephi.is al loyalty & content= 
ment, ſofc in his anſwers,bountifull in his 
offers, more ioytull to intertaine and wel- 
come his &ng,then carneſt to recouer his 
Lands & reuenewes : Etiam emnia tellat : 
Let him take all : Seeing my Lord the King 
#5 come home in peace. | 

In the kings pleaſure it ſhall be our Or- 
der,firſt to touch the Interruption:{ccand- 
ly the Order. And firſt the K. interrupteth 
his humble Orator , with this daunting 
queſtion: Ye quid loqueris vitra verba tua? 
IWhy doſt thou ſpeake any more thy words? Or 
of thy matters? W herein, we may doubt 
whether he meaneth zh#s: Make no more 
wordes, forl haue thee ſtill in ſuſpicion, 
though liſtnot to ſift thee; take the moi. 
ty of thy Lands againe, and ſay, thou art 
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or Mephiboſeth. 5 

raſh in crediting thine Aces/er : but be- 
cauſe things once done and paſt, cannot 
well bee vadone,ſay no more of thy mar. 
ters, I cocciue as much as thou canſt veiter | 
T ake halfe thy Lands againc & quiet thy 
ſelfe. Yet whicher-ſocuer of theſe bee his 
meaning, muſt confeſſe, Dayid was faul- ; 
ty, as at firſtin c6demning his Jouing ſub. 
ic& vaheard : (o now much more, in not 
clearing Mephiboſeths innoceacy , when 
juſt occaftori was offcred , and not reſto. 
ring him his right, and puniſhing his Ac- 
cuſcr, if hee perceiued afallehood inthe 
crime obicted. ph = — 

x1 According to the former expoſition : 
it may be Danid was ſtill in iclouſie of Me- 
phib.ſecing wicked 8& calumnious words, 
as * Prune Inniperi, Touchwood & the Coals * Panto. 

. : . Htierew, 

of Tuniper, do nouriſh a lingring fire with- 
in them, when they ſeeme to bee extin. - 
ObtrreQation and ſlander faſten an incu. 
rable ſting of ſuſpition in the heartes of 
the hearers, the Scarre whereof remaines,, {| 
when the wound 1s healed : which well N 
knew thar old courtier of Alexander, who 
carryed this venemous precept in- his 
mouth : Calimiare fortiter, ſemper aliquid 
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q T he faitbfull Subtef} 
adhere : Iaunder audaciouſly, ſomwhat al- 
wates ſtickes behind. For although thoſe 
peſtilent make-bates , whoe dilguilc the 
ations and aff:Ations ſometime of the 
Nobleſt, ſometimes of the beſt Subiects, 
doc notalwaics hit the mark of their ma- |} 
licious ayme (which 1s to ſhed bloud) yet || 

they imprinta ſtrong diſlike & difhdece, || - 
whcrethere ſhould be moſt loue and con: |} ! 
 fidence: And where preiudice and ſulpi- þf - 

G\ rater cion is once fixed, © there thefalſeſt are 
mentiourur accounted the faithfulleſt, (airh Chryſoſtoe. | | 
fdeberes pu- Truth hath little audience, and lefle cre-Þj 
Tlbidm Aitc,* Alius animns aliud tribunal, as the ? 
| mind is alienated, ſorthe caſein 1udgment 
is altered, Vhence it comes that the pleaſ 1 

and Apologie of this Innocent Mephibo- © 

ſeth in moſt ſubmiſſive maner, is diſtaſt-| * 

fulland therefore interrupted with theſe} © 
c 

[ 

r 

y 
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R words,vt quid loqueris ultra? why fpeakeſt | 
thou any more, &c. 

2 Againe according to our ſecond Ex- 
poſition ; if Dauid ackhowledged his prx- 
cipitate raſhnes before in credence of Zy- 
bah , and proceeding againſt Mephibo- q 

ſeth,then doth he interrupt his Comme. ff 8 
mora- 


or Mephiboſeth. = 
moration , as an vnacceptable expro- - 
bration of wrong ſuſtained, wherwith the 

cares. of mightie men diſdaine to bce ac- 
quainted. And indeedthe truth is, their 

very place is priuiledged from mens con- - 
trolement : for as Elihu demanded, s wit lob. 34.18 


thou ſaytoa King , thou art wicked? or to 


Princes yee are wvngodly ? It boots not, 

na .,it fits not-ſecing » where the word of a xxcdess, 4 
King is,there is power and who ſhall ſay vn- 

to him , what doeſt thou? Who may call 

him to account, or cenſure him ? i Regis ; Dad 
nullis ad penam wvocantar legibus: Kings are 
not ſubiect to the penaltie of humane lawes, 

ſaid Ambroſe, the boldeſt Monitor of 
Princes, amongſt the PreJats of the puxer . 

age. Much lefſe then arc they controlable 

by their ſubic&s, or qught to be obnoxi-. 

ous to the ſcourge & whip of cuill and 


 obſtreperous tungs. For although good 


Princes many times make better vie of a 
railing Shemei , then a fawning Zibah, 
who ſtrokes their eares with the ſugred 
& ſilken Exges of a Catophant, orthe (mo- 
thing tales of a Sycophant: and though the 
greateſt perionages mult and will _ 

tac 


8 T be faithfull Subiect 


the ſound aduiſe of faithful! Counſellors, 
for their Boates, their States, their Soxles : 
and will prouidea vacancy for the enter- 
rainement of ſuits and plaintes : yet vnre- 
verent tearms, as in Shjmetr,fo in thefreeft 
Counlſcllour , the boideſt Miniſter, the 
moſt wronged Sunerare vnpriuiledged. 
The neareſt to the Perſon of a Prince, the 
moſt 1mporrunarelt for his grace; the 
worthieſt of deſert , our patronage muſt 
hold their diſtance in place and wordes; 
W harſocuerbe thy perſon, ot thy caule, 
k Eccles.8, 2 k Taduertiſe thee, to take heed to the words 
of the mouth of the King : Os Regis obferna, 
as the Preacher aduilſed. The Golden 
Scepter of his princely Countenance, mult 
be the Ame of our approch, and his Good 
liking the Howre-glaſle of our ſpeech. 
Why ſpeakeſt thou any more of thy matters # 
Mephiboſeth muſt haue done, & we haue 
done with the /z#terruption. Now tothe 
Order. Thos and Lybah dinide the Landes. 
In which peremptory ſentence and Order 
we may behold the Maicſty of God, and 
the weaknefle of man. The Maicſtrate, as 
Goa,ſpake the word, & it was done, hauc 
I not laid? His yery ſpeech tooke all, and 
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 . or Mephiboſetb. 7M 

| gaucalllifeth vp andpulleth down. And 
iS, yetasa Man he may erre & miſtake. Look 
'S* | therefore firſt yppon the Authority of this 
"| ſentence, & it is heauenly : Secondly, be- 
hold the Error in it & it is carthly : Third- 
ly,ſee the Change of it, you will ſay it was 
neceſlary : Fourthly, behold the Redreſſe 
by ir,% you wil not deny,but it is ſuch,as 
for the moſt part, isto be expected inthis 
world, where Mephiboſeth and Zybah, the 
lamb & the Fox, the ſimple 8 the ſubtill, 
the Innocent and Iniurious are ſhufled 
together. And firſt the authority of kings 
pronouncing fentence,& giuing ordey for 
the diuifion of thoſe lands,which are held 
either in Copercinore, or incroched vppon 
Fraude & facinore,is moſt Authentical'8: 
expedient. Itis fit the XK. hauca Swordof 
length & power to compell the potent 8 
mighty,who Lion-like haue madea parti. 
tion of A/to themſclus, or rather an yni- 
ty(tor ſo ſaithS. Auſlen,! Amat ef Auaritia ! De erlis 
wnitatem,Couctouſneſle loues a kinde of 49m/er-20- 
vnity, to ioync houſe to houſe, and landes 
to lands) to diuide the ſpoiles againe with 
the deſolate and harborleſle. 


| 1 For who? But He may diſtoyne and in- 
- = oa os 


Lo T he faitbfull Subieft 


large thoſe incrochments, where the gy- 
anr-like Lords,remonime the ancient lahd- 
=De.:7,17 724rks( and ” therefore accurſed) have in- 
rruded vpon the heticage and tieldes of 


the Doore, depopulated whole Townes, 


ans vnhatlowed Charches, excluded their re- 
& ſonable Conſorts and Neighbors n inclu- 

aed Beaſtes, with whome they delight to 
feed and conueric, as » Nabuchadnezzer, 
when h- was driuen from the ſociery of 
men 2? Theſc indeede may the Countrey 
indight and complaine of, before God 8& 
men, in their praters and plaints : borrow- 
ing ihe verv forme of their billes our of 
Tob.20,19 Z,2hers ſpeech in Job: v They haue ondon 
114739, they hane forſaken the poore,& ſpot- 

= les houſes which they newer bailt. But it is 
the Xing with his {word and Scepter, not 
the altitude with Spades and martocks: 

Ir is the Soxeraigne by his lawes and Or- 

ders,northe Commons by thcir tumules 

and murinies,who hath pot from god 

22 1ncommon or diyide. But why doe wee 

ſpeake any more of this matter ? W e haue 
Lawes for this purpoſe. Doe the Lawes 


lumber? Wc hauc a gracious Ainge to 
Waken 


*Dg.4,2 9 
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or M ephiboſeth. 


waken them : q and Mel:ws' ' eſt Cinitaters 1 Arles 


regia vice eptimo, quam age optiina : A 
Countre) is better gonernea by an excclient 
Lord, then an excellent Law : fur wicn the 
Lawes arc dormant, the King 15 vigulanc, 
But why ſpeake weany more of this ? ha- 
uing good Lawes,& a godly Ko piue life 
to the Lawes > Who with more cquity, 


then Da#id himſclfe in this point,bath al- 


ready laid Then & Zybah dime the lands : 
Thou poore Tennant, and deſtitue Hus- 
bandman, feede thy Cattell . prepare thy 
Plough, Sow and Reape, deuid: againe, 
or incommon rather , with Thy repumnng 


Landlord. "jt 


The Lord graunt, that Zybh hinder 
not Juſtice in the Execution. And His 
Name bec bleſſed for the Countinance of 
Aurthoruy, that priuate men may not bee 
their owne Caruers. 

2 But whatſocuer bce the Authorik 
ty , yet {ome particuler ſenteoce of a 
King : yea, of a Good King, may bee faui- 

: as this of Dauid, wee may beboid 


to fay, was much to blame. For aktough | 


wee flye not out with the Donatrits , 
| B lay 
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08 T he faithfull Subieft- 
F Aug cont. pe- ſaying Su Quid nobis C1778 R 44 1bus [eculi 4 
Hilien.Ub. 2, IWhat hane we to do with Kings? Yet do we 
not Tdoll our Gouernors, cxempringthe 
from Errancy , as the Paraſits of Rome do 
their Triple-headed Lord, although the 
Text beplainer for Kir.gs,that © A Dizine 
ſentence ſhall bein their lippes , and theyr 
mouthes ſhall not tranſgreſſe in Tndgement, 
thentor Peter or any Prelate that they ca- 
not Erre. As it is true, that Saint Cyprian 
t De Iefunis, {pecaketh : © Gods ordinance is not the mid- 
Ordinatis dizi- Tpife of Tniquity: ſo tis moſt certaine ,thar 
ee 4 menin Authority, by reaſon of fleſh and 
bloud,do travel with infirmity,and bring 
forth many eſcapes. They may do wrong, 
punniſh the good, and fauourthe bad: « 
* Aug.de civit. Non voluntate nocendi , ſed neceſſitate ne- 
e016,19-66+ (riends: Not with purpoſe to doe wrong but 
becauſe they cannot come to the knowledge 
of the right. Who could better See with 
his Owne eyes,or Heare with his own eares, 
then Dauid? Yethis aftetions ſometime 
dazeled his Eyes, and wrong; Intelligen- 
cers his Eares. The wiſcſt Gouernors,that 
in ſpeculation of Iuſtice are admirable , 
1n their praQulc may bequitetranuſported, 
They 


$Prou,16,10. 
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or Mephiboſeth. 'E: 
T hey that in the The/7s are ſharpe, in the 
Application ofcen may be dull . And grea- 
teſt men haue greateſt Byaſſes, to drawe 
them awry. An inſtance, giue mce leaue 
to produce from forraine Hiſtories _ WW \\ 

__ Vpon»atime, when the Bithipians be- « Dis in tlasti || Wh 
fore Claudirs the E mperaur cryed out,and "1 4 of 
exclaimed againſt one Junius Cilo , theyr "IF 

- | late Preſident, deſiring that, now his time "Ml 

3 | wascomeour, Hee of all men, might no \ 

- | more obcaine that place : the Zmperour 

t 3 notynderſtanding their Deſire; nor hea- 

d || ringdiſtin&ly their/ords, for the confu- 

p | ſcdnoyceot themultnude, demaunded 

> | oftholenext him, whatthe people ſaide: 

« | when one Narcrſſusa Familiar, or rather 

'- | As Anriculer buzze of the. Emperours, an- 

f | ſwercd likea falle Eccho , that the people 
gauz his Excellency great thankes, for 
their laſt Pre/idert(which was nothivg ſeo). 
and requeſted ro have him appointed 0+« 

- uerthern againe, againſt which was rheir 
whole Suite. The Emperor meaning well, 
burillinformed ;ro gratifie them, as hee 
thought, aſſigned them their old Preſident 


againe. And thus was the Emperor abu- 
B2 | : ſed, 
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T be faitbfull Subtef 


2d, andrhe people continued vnderan 


OPtreſſor ſtill, whereas they had beene ca- 


{ed bur for A crooked Interpretor . Ceaſe 


wondering, that Claudius a Heathen, and 
none of the wiſeſf,could thus be eare-char- 


med : for Dawia himſelf, who was an A#- 


gel of God, yet failed in this point,miſle- 


leade in his credulity, againſt his League 

of friendſhip with 7enathan,againſt his 1n- 
nocent Subject, his greateſt Noble,againſt 
his deeper Judgement, by the ſubrill inft- 
nuacion of a lewd Sycophant, a (eruile flat 
ter. r, inthe Accuſation of his Lordand 
Mayſtec, not leauing one care open for 
the party accuſed , nor yet reſtoring him 


hisright, thentils i integrity was mani- 


teſt. Bur I will not ſtand to aggrauate 
thefault : onely I draw from he three 


 ſcucrall Pris. "ho 


Frſt, what circumſpe care the grea- 
teſt Men ſhoulde haue to pafle no mat- 
ters of preat importance, raſhly : as al- 


ſoro cleanſe theyr trayncs and Houſes, 


( as * Panid vowed, but hardly _ per- 
forme) trom all priuy flanderers , <ccit- 


full perſons and lyars; | 
Second- 


ot or Mephiboſeth. I5 


1 Secondly, how requiſite a duety it is 
« for vs to? Pray for Princes, and men in y 1 Tim; 3, 3 
e | Authority, thatth- L ORD would giue 
{ | them wiledome andknowledge to Tudge 
- '| rhe people arjght : that vnder them wee 
'. | maynot onely bee Governedin peace and 
- | godlineſſe, but alſo inall honeſty. 

Laitly, howe great Conſcience they 
ſhould carry,thatare graced wich the pre- | 
ſence and Audience of Princes, not to 
- | diſtorttheir cares, nor puddle the ſpring 
and fountain head of Tuſtice and authori- 
ty by falſe ſuggeſtions, remebring alwaies 
what Salomon {peaketh : = Hee that lo- 
weth pureneſſe of heart , for the grace of his 
lippes, the King ſhall bee his friend. And 
> | thus much toſhew thaterror is ſomrimes 
> | hatched vnd:r Authority, wkereof it fol- 

lowerh,rhat Change doth ſometimes wel, ' 

- | asinthis ſencenceir happened, which is 
- | ourthird Obſeruation, 
: 2 Mepbiboſe 2th firſt by the Kinges grant; 
BS hid all: cha: was well . Then Zybah Yor 
» | all, char was 11]: Now they are Sharers: | 
n the, fm: whatb?rrer, bur notſo well -- 

| as © thoanld bee, Rai: is better than 
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- 26 The faithfull Subieft 


*Pleen hemif* nothing : ſay we. Nay *® halfe is better ther 
a the whole, faith Heſrod. Halte With Mephi- 
boſeths honeſty,is better then the whole with 
Zybaths knawery . The King changeth his 
Oraer, yet not totally, burin part, as one 
that now were more loathto change then 
before. And ſurely it well becommetrh 
Princes to be peremptory 8& immurable 
in their decrees. It was no ill ſpeech, of a 
Wicked Tudge : b 2uod ſcripſt, ſcripſr,tlVhat I 
haue written, that haue Iwritten. Neither 
is it ynfitting a King to fay of his fa- 
e Gen. 27:33» UOUrs, as 1/aac of his Bleſſmegs,« Tacob haue 
Thleſſed, and he ſhall be bleſſed. The poeſie 

ofa virgine Queene, and a Mother in 7/- 

rael, was, Semper eadem : Alwayes alike, 

trom whuch ſhee ncuer diſcoloured in her 

carriage and conſtancy. And iris the care | 

of her Noble Succeſlour to auoyd all no- 

uelties and innouaticns in Religion or 
goucrnment. V herefore firme as Mount 

Ston , and more ynchangeable, then the 

decrees of the Medes and Per/ians , may 

thoſe Zawes ſtand, whereby Religion is 
ſupported, Peace and Iuſtice maintained. 

But yet good thinges may be changedto 


better, 


b loh. I 9,32, 


WW 


 latenis efſe mutandum? Change in good 


or Mephiboſeth. 2. 


| better, and therefore Saint Auſten diſli- 


keth that Aſſertion : (d) Reite facFnm nul- up ” arcell. 
matters, is by no meanes to be admitted. 

Nay, where Error hath tranſported af- 

fe&ion, there Charge is the beft Pilor, e(- 
pecially. The © K/nges of the Medes and 
Perſ1ansneuer did better, then when they pan,s, z5. 
alcered their Decyees againſt God and his 

Seruants. Raſh and ſuddaine ſcnrences,as 

yowes, are better reuerſed, then held on. 
f David corrected his paſhonote vow a- *x Sam.2 5,23 
gainſt Nabal: And it was pitty,that when 


| heebeganto retraGt his ſentence againſt 


Mephiboſeth in part, hee did not totally re- 
ſtore him ail his Lands, and thruſt Zybah 
quite out, So much for the Charge, being 
ſomewhat for the better. | 
4 Somewhat forthe better, I ſay, al- 
though all werenot well . But ſuch is. the 
redrefle and reformation in the beft go- 
uerned Kingdomes, vnder the vprighteſt 
Lawes, and rareſt Princes . Abuſes cnter 


| on Horſe-backe, but they are driuen out 


againe on foote. s Once entred, they holds 5Eiog 2,daicy 
on their courſe, as awheele his motion, once <vcence: 
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The faitbfull Subieft 


ſet going, as excellently was obſcrued by 


the Phy/itios royall of our State and 
Church . A zeteT would hauethis ; not 


totecure the Magiſtrate, nor calme the 


Miniſter , but to ſtay the impatient and 
clamorous. ' « 

T hat which Xing David himſelte in a 
trice had done awry in apriuate matter , 
he: cannot thoroughly reforme without 
ſome {ecming difficulty : and is ir ſtrange; 
if rhatwhich inueterate cuſtome, the Ini- 
Quity of t:me, conniuence of many Prin» 
c.s, myſticali cunning of. Officers, hath a 
long rm peruerted and intricated, can- 
not of a ſudden all be re&ified and orde- 
red aright ? Some Ore Kine broughtin 
the groucs and high places into Judah & 
Iſrael , but many good Kinges reſtoring 
Religion, could nar remooue them. One 
maine obſtacle is noted in Jehoſophats 
time , to haus beene the People, who 


hath Not © prepared their heartes to the 


GOD of their Fathers. And in Jeas his 


Firſt dayes,vvhen Athaljah had broken vp 


and ranſacked the Holy thinges , and Joas 
was in minde,to.-Renewe the Houſe of God, 
"= 


eo YR Yo RR. WT 4" —_ tn. a. Rs T_T td Eon ro 


Solan, whos —_—. em. tow. i. Lo. - T_- 


- or Mephiboſeth. 


it is ſer downe as another Rubbe in his 


Way , That ' the Leuits haſked not . Both iz.Cre,24,5 


which examples informe vs, that An yn- 
prepared people, and a ſlorhfull Miniſte« 
ry , are Foſter-fathers of Corruptions in 
Church & Common: wealth, both there. 
fore to be rowzed by the vigilant zealeof 
their Superiors, | 

Corcuptions, I meane not, asthoſe 
thatin a body, take the head tor a Wen, 
orthe Sholders for ſuperfluous bunches 
ro bee cut off ordiſmembered : tha is, 
Moſes and Aaron , becing the Goucr- 
nours of the Realme, or Fathers of the 
Church, to be leuelled and ceuened yyith 
their Infectors. | 


Corruptions, I meane not, thoſe - 


VVarres and Freckles of our Church , 
( if that ſo T may call them) the Surpleſle, 


Croſſe , Kneeling, againſt which the 


former Textes and Examples ſcruing to 
batter downe groſle Idolatry, haue 
beene enforced and ſtrayned . But Cor- 
ruptions I call thoſe botches and Impo- 
ſtumes of oppreſſion, extortion, Simony, 

—_— —_— —— 


20 


EIſai,26,10 


{ chyyſ, in 
Ep1i,4+ 
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T he faithfull Subieft 
bribery, adultery, drunkennefle, increaſe 
of blaſphemy , betweene the Southerne 
oaths, and the Northerne curſes, Sabba- 
oth-breaking, by games & ſports, againſt 


ſomewhat, our Officers doe little . And 
what by the prophaneſle of the people , 
who * [nfterraredtorum inique agent , In 
the Land of vprightneſſe will do wicked. 
ly : what by the ignorance of ſome Mini- 
ſters, the idleneſle of others, the ſcanda- 
lous example of the third,ſeeking to cloak 
their faultes ynder conformity: as alſo by 


the factious inuectiues of others, | Qu{de | 
induſtria feruentiores videntur: who of ſet | 
purpole ſceme more feruent to miſſe-kad 


the beſt meaning people againſt the re- 
cciued orders of the Church; grofle ſins 
arc pretermitted, Iniquity aboundeth, a 
great patt of our Religion is become ey. 
ther Aergos or Parergos, Idlc or trifling a- 
bour matrers of leaſt benefit andedifying. 

It is no {mall wonder what proicctes 
of reformation they ſometimes conceiue, 
that haue no care to reforme themſclues : 
not ſo much out of Iudgementand deſire 


—  E_— --- 


tO 


which our Lawes and Proclamations ſay: 


ol 8. © og ie Wo Oe IO OE Oe ERIE, 


or Mephiboſeth. 
co haue all thinges well, as to hauc many 


thinges new. Vpon the change of Prince, 
whata Mctamorphotis , and chaunge of 


World was dreamed of? Mephiboſeth the 


good Subiect ſhould hauc all : Zybahrhe 
crafty companion, nothing. The learned 
and painefull Miniſter ſhould haue living 
cnough : the idle and ignorant ſcarſe a 
Penfion . Nor a plurality ſuffered for any 
reſpect. Not aſclling 1#das ſhould be Pa- 


trone,nora buying Magus Parſon. Nota - 


maymed Souldier ſhould beg, nor a luſty 
ſouldicr rob. Impropriations were as 0di. 
ouſly ſpoke of,as Monopolics; both repu- 
ted as monſtcrs.The lawyers were threat- 
ned with beggery,by reaſon of ſmall fees, 
few cauſes,no delayes in ſuits. But Oh the 
tearc and terror of Eccleſiaſticall Iudyes, 
Comiſlaries and Officers; whole conſci- 
ence eſpecially, if it had been a deuouring 
Hell, the out-cry of the people together 
with their menacing hands and markes a- 
gainſt chem in their petitions, ſeemed to 
bea tormenting Diuell. But 20 prom:/- 
ſa cadunt & Somnia ? Theſe Retormers 
built an Ytopiain their braines, ayming at 

{ome 
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T he faithfull Subtet 
ſomethings impoſlivle, ſume thinges too 
good ro beetrue, ſome thinges perhays 
vniuſtin theyr ſence and vnd.ritanding. 
Impoflible 1g is in this life, to hauc a ſtate 
oe all abuſes , as a fayre day vvith- 
out ſome Cloudes. Vn, to oucrthrow 
all for the amcndment ofa few : c&wronz 
one eſtate to ripht another. Neyther 
did John Baptiſt, comming inthe Spirite 
and power of Elias (no nor Chriſt him- 
ſelfe) reſtore all thinges according tothe 
Expce&ation of the Jewes, which vvas 
not much vnlike to that of che Anabap= 
tiſts, to pull downe Magiſtrates and Go- 
ucraours, to caſt out all the wicked, { but 


themſelues) and cſtabliſh a Kingdome 


wherein none {ſhould be telerared, buthe 
that was” Rewerd Chriſtianus, A Chriſtian 


indeede, according ro theyr Cuc. But 


fooliſh is he,thar ſuppoleth a cirty cauor 
be mad: fairc and patlabic,*Sime rrina do- 
mMorum,withourtherine of thoſe houſzs 
that ſtand not right and vaiform- in all 
pointes. The Peracel/;zan that promil-th, 
altogether to reſtore Nature, and make 
an ablo)ute eſtate of hcalch un a. cocript 

Eco 7 _ bodio, 


or Mer biboſeth. | 


bodvy,f15thſooncit{ibuert & overthrow 


O 
s | I-64, aid body, ang ail, Nor,thatchis 
7, | 1s ipuken (as Iizyde before) to quench 
te | the zeae of thoſe that in theyr places 
1- {| ough: continua''y to purge and ioote out 
w || corruprions increaſryg : bur to ſ1.owe the 
12 | male-contert hisablurdity, if ac look for 
er || ſuchan cxaeſtate,ſoceverly ordered & 
re ff carrycd, that nothing bee amiſle, and no E 
n- | exception taken. Athing impoſſible, as 
1e | loygas honeſt men and Hypocrites,ſfim- 
as || ple Mephibeſeth, & fubtill Zybah are part- 
p= || nersin che thinges of this |:fe . Nay, itis 
0- || well, ifchey may be partners, and gdiuide, 
ut | for Zybah many times gers all. Zybah is 
ne | cunning andſwift.ito preuent and praoc- 
1c || copate. Mephrboſeth is lame, and lookes 
in | norabou: him, but (iff. rs in his ſimplici- 
ut || ty Zyvahto goe beyond him and gct the | 
or |} ſtarr. fs | 
o- | © The Preacher by experience Hadde + 2Ecdc-20,6 
2s Þ ſcene follre ſette m great excellency, e- 
all | wer by an Errour proceeding from the 
th, Nl face of the Ruter ( and hee himlelfe vvas 
ke I the Ruler: ) Hee ſawe Sernauntes ride on 
pt NN Hor/ebacke, { as Vpon theyr foote-cloaths ) 
Cy | and IH 
; | 
ao _ —— __— LE _ 


OP 


*7 41:8, 


' chy : v 1ntithes andofferings yee haue ſpoy- |. 


T he faitbfull Subief 

and Princes like Sergants walking, or lacky- 
ing enfoote. And indeede this world is of- 
ten like a Theater. 1n quopeſſimi locum op- 
timumns obtinent : The Plaicrs haue the beſt 
Roome, and the worſt are ſomerimes beſt 
prouided for. Go through-Cirty 8 coun- 
rrey, thorough the Courtes aad Church, 
and who ſo buſic as Zybah? Zybah anfOt- 
ficer, Zybah an informer, Zybap in fauour, 
Lybah wich tales , and Zybah with giftes, 
carryeth no ſmall Countenance , \Zybah 
will becinatall, though hee get notall. 
W hat Zybah doth 1n the Citty,you beſt 
know: VVhat in the Court, I know leaſt : 
but what he hath a longtime praQtiſed in 
Church, I may not pretermit. 

It is an old complaint, that Zybah, or 
ſome ſuch as he, incroched vpon the fat of 
Church-ituings,like a Religious Monk, * 
by impropriations, but that was in dark- 
nefle: And euen now ies of light 
hauing onely ſhifred his appXal, he holds 
them ſtill like a Goſpeller. A God-ſpoiler 
(I may ſayyfor ſo ſayththe Lord in Mala» 


ted me. Zybah hath hadde many a fling at 
FIT the 


or Mephiboſeth. 
the Byſhoppes and Gouernours of the 
Church, ſometimes by ſcurrilous ieſtes, 
remiling their perſons, Sometime im- 
pugning their Authorities as ynlawfull : 
ſomerime ſubtilly plotting the diuifion 
of their Reucnnewes, ynder pretence of 
berrering the maintenance of inferiour 
Miniſters : Ac all times by firs petiti6. 
ning to Parliament or Prince againſt the, 
whereof no doubt our Kingly David hath 
had experience, ſince his firſt cotrance by 
Tweae, till this preſent howre . And al- 
though: Zybah cannot by all theſe trickes 
cbtaine an 1mperiall becke to countenance 
him,yet like a crafty Foxe he hath gotten 
a populer breath,to applaud his deuiſes in 
ſome ſorr, while he prepareth the people 
by inueQtiues and Libels, to wiſh. for, or 
with falſe promiſes ; yea, and idle Prophe- 
cies to looke for, the otierthrowe of that 
eſtate . By Prophecies did I ſay ? They 
are ſtale trickes 1n Popery,but ſtrange vn- 
der the Goſpell: yet,giue me leaue to ac- 
quaint you with a new Spell and Progno- 


flicate, ſſuing, no doubt , from the ſame 


Spirite, that once yrged the gs 
of 


26 - T be faithfull SubiefF 
q Petition to of q P {erYCe Plowman and - hancer apainſi 


per Macky. the ſtate of Biſhops . And thus it runsin 
'3# , the mouthesofmany: | 


King Henry the Eyght 

K.Hthep. Pld down Abbeyes and Celles: 
Thenextofthar name, 
Shall downe with Biſhops and Belles. 


A very ding-dong indeede, ſounding 
in the peoples eares, ro make them holde 
there expeRancy in breath ,toyning By- 
ſhoppes and Abbeyes, as true men and 
Theeucs, promiſing an oucrthrow of the 
one,as wel as ofthe other Bur cheir toun- 
dations arc notalike. Abbeyes were buil- 
ded on the Sand of mens ſclte-will , and 
felte-merits ; biſhoppes on the Rocke of 
Gods word , for their fun&1ons and cal- 
lings, & on the fauour of Chriſtian Prin- 
ccs, tor theyr honour and double mainte. 
nance, VV hercof our religious Dad, 1s 
ſo farre from liſtening to Zybah , and de- 

afcedicn7 moliſhing the Pill-rs of the C hurch : (who 

4 as Saint Baſil fatth) * are Prominentes in 


mariſcopuli ; Indignationem & furorem he. 
' YeTGCAT 478 


J 


or Mephiboſeth. 
nf | Tericarum vndarum ſuſcipientes : As Rocks 
«in | 4d promentariesin the ſea,mncountring the 
| rage of all hercticall waxes, and ſo breaking 
them, that they trouble wot the Land : that 
as an Angell of God he prouidesfor them, +» 
not onely protection of their perſons yn- 
der His wings, but alſo againſt all Aliena- 
tron and © diminution s their poſſeſſions, 
wherby their authority may be ſirengthned, *Aono.R.I, 
and Zybah put quite out of hope, to diuide "© 3 
the ſpoiles, or quarter the lads of Bilhop- 
prickes. | | 

And thus are the Graund Cptaines of 
the Army prouided for : Forrunati ſenes , 


_ &'c. But ſtill many of che Souldiers,like ſo 
nil. ff any Lame Mephiboſeths , maimed in 


my theyr tithes and maintenance, cannot ob- 
cf fcainc fo much as an ceuen parrage and 

: Oo @ #® . 1 

moitic with Zybah , of thoſe Impro- 


cal- _—- | 
oh priated liuings, andalicnated Leaſes, that 
ire. | feeme Jure dinino & humans , to belong 


_- || rothe Church, But why doel ſpeakea- 
1. | 2 More of theſe matters? Norfurely as 
© Impatient,, or murmuring, or as thoſe , x,,, 4nd, 
that Enny and haue Indignation and cannot 


;.,. | 9btaine : butto ſhowe what a perpetuall 
= ns M malls 
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miſchiefe, Zybah can ſuddainly contriue, 
which may bee impoſſible almoſt tore- 
forme without wrong doing againe, on 
the other ſide ; touching indeede our 
wronyes, bur refecring all to Authority, 
who beſtknoweth her rimes and ſeaſons . 
In themeane time Praying to them that 
Prey vpon vs, That the Lord would not 
lay this finne rothcm, nor to thecharge 
of our whole Nation, as he did in Mala- 

v Mal, 3.9, chyvnto the Jewes : » Tee are cnrſed with a 
curſe,euen the whole Nation. Contcatif 
our {ciuest6 be abaſed, to be ſtinted with 
halfe, orlefſe then halfe, ſeeing our Lord 
and King is come in peace : ſecing vn- 

#\ der him , wee haucthe Goſpell, the free 

| vic of our miniſtery, Chriſts Kingdome 

i continued, aioyfull peace, aroyall ſucceſ- 

{10n eſtabliſhed : Et7am emnia tollant : Let 

them take al. And thus by our example of 

patience, I hauc lead you frem the Plea- 

_ "I ſare of the King, to the Reſolution of Me- 

, phibeſeth, aloyaii Subictt : Let him take 
all, &Cc. hs: 
2 In which reſolute acceptance of his, 
what ſhall I commend 2 His gentleneſle 
in 


8 


> OS... 


or M ep hibo ſeth. 
in anſwering? Or his patiencc in ſuffering, 
lofle & ſuſpir.on-? Or his bounty in yeel- 
ding all, frankly as a King, forthe Kinges 
lake ? Or his reucrent-loue to his Souc-. 
raigne f Which all ſhowe themlſelues in 
the reaſon and ground of his Magnificent -- 
offer : Seeing my Lord the King is come 
home inpeace. And indeede all it; him are. 
commendable in the higheſt degree of. 
Contentmentr. CES 
Some would hauereplicd with teatms 
rough and ynreuerent, but hee with a ſoft. 
anſwere putteth away diſpleaſure.Oihers 
would haue murmured, and though they. 
had becne formetly much graced and in- 
riched, yct ſuch a jogge and croſle as this, 
would haue daſhed out of their remem- 
brance all former tauours, and have made 


them as Children, wayward and implaca- 


cable, Others would haue reſpc&ed their 
owne particuler,morethen King or coun- 


trey, his peaceor ſafcty : no longer ſnol 4 


hee hatic beene theyr King), then hee had” 
pleaſed their humour : but he is more ho. 
nourably reſpeRiue of his Soueraigne, 
then of al his fortunes beſide: Some again 
| 3 EH hike 
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2 2 Sam. 20,1 like » Shebgh, would haue ſet 4 Trumpet 
: ro their mouth, and excited others to Re- 
bellion, with their clamorous out-crycs | 
of [niuſtice: or like Gowyy for ſome ſullen 
| conccit, haue hazzarded King and ſtatc, 
ns warprez: and ſought the confuſion of al.(The near- 
Augutt.  Pclleof theday,and the mention of Gow- 
7) may put ys in minde,toprayle GOD, 
as for other deliucrances , ſo eſpecially 
for this, wherein the life of our Souc.. 
raigne, cuenin the \mouth of the Lyon 
was preciouſly preſerued by the King of 
Kinges, and nota bone of him broken. ) 
Bur Mephibeſeth comfortes himſelfe with 
| the proſperity of a gracious King, with 
the publique wealth and ioy,, which he 
preferres before his private greefe or 
commodity , Aboue all, wee may ad- 
mire his moderation of minde and x- 
quanimiry inthis point, thathce grates_ 
not vppon the Indignity , that wicked 
men ſhould proſper, that Zybah a falſe 
and perfidious Seruaunt , a baſe fellowe, 
ſhould hoJde in with the King, and in- 
Joy his fauour : thatalewde Sycophant, 
aflattcring Paraſue, a contemptible Pers 
_ 
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or Mephiboſeth. 2 

ſon ſhould thus bee graced. In this point, 

£ beſide his Landes and ſubſtance, proſtra- 

S | ringhisveryſtomackand affeQion atthe 

_ feete of his Soueraigne, athing almoſt - 

> impoſlible for fleſh and bloode : Let hins 

7 fake all. 

al How anſiverabletothe counſaile of 

5 | the Holy-Ghoft by the Preacher, is the 

4 carryage of Mephiboſeth : * If the Spirit *Ecde.10,4 

| of him that raleth, riſe wpp* againſi thee, Horet: 

, leaue not thy place : Locumwirtutis, The 

| place of thy duety , loyalty, and obedi- 

) | ence: for gentlenefle parificth great ſins. 

1 It hadde beene VVildedome, by fayre 

N mcanes to hauc made his oyvne peace , 

c if hee had offended : but novy withour 

T Þ|- any offence giuen, but rather wrong re- 

| cciued, in ſuch lowely manncr to make 

* | fayre vvcather, is a compound vertue 
admirable. But 2uadratus lepis, &c. A pry x2. 

. $9: 

| ſquare Stone , vohich way ſoeuer you 
turne it , ſlandeth firme, ſayth Saint Au- 
fiew. A Chriſtian muſt bee a ſquare 
Stone, vpright and ſetled , which way 
ſocuer it iscaſt. And ſuch is this Me- 
phiboſeth , Lame in his feete, but not in 

n C3 "JT 
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 hisaffeCtions, expreſſing to the fall, thoſe 


excellent propertics ot loue, which Saint 
Paule hath gathered together as A bundle | 

' 1. Cor. 13. of Mirrhe y Loue ſuffereth long, is bountt- 
full, enuieth not, doth not boaſt it ſelfe , is 
not puſfea op, Jiſdainetl not , ſeeketh not 
her owne, is not prouoked to, anger , thinkes 
not enill, (a uffereth all things, indureth all 
thinges . Who euer practiſed berter that 
precept of our Sautour, ſince it was vite- 
red, then Mephibeſeth di id before ? [Vhoſo-. 
ener ſhall ſmite thee on the right cheeke , 
turne to him the left alſo : If any man will 
ſue thee at the Law, and take away thy coat, 
let him hane thy cloake alſo: forthus,v Ven 
Lalfe is taken away ,hc es the 56 "CHER 
his Lands ro his aducrlary, his hart tothe 
King, Let him take all : ſeeing my Lord the 
king i come home in peace. 

Now followeth the reaſon and ground 
of his contentment, his paticnce & boun- 
ty,which is thc Safette of his Lord & king, 

bath as he is, his private benefaftor (m (0 y 
Lord: ) and alſothe publike Father of the 


Common-wealth (The King.) Men are 
content to hazard many members to ſaue 
their 


or Mephiboſeth. 33 
their head, many rich Commodities for 
a chiefc Iewell of price. The principall - 
member and chicfeſt Iewell of a King- 
dome is the Kiyg, eſpecially ſuch a king as 
Damia, * Sicut decem mullia-nofirim , as : + $am.18,; 
ten thouſand of vs : as his people acknow- 
ledged, when they were more carefall of 
his ſafety, then of their owne. a Zucerna *2 Sam.21,17 
Iſratlis, The light of 1ſrael,was Dauid : the 
quenching of whom, had beene, as' the 
Sunne:ſer, a time of darkeneſſe and hor- 


'rour to their Subiectes. The b Annointed » ram. 4:0 


of the Lord, is the breath of our noſtrils, ſaid 
Teremie of £ Zedechias : as though whea the . ,,,.. 
courſe of his life were ſtopped, the hopes 
& comforts of the whole kingdom ſhoid 
hauc bin ſtrangled. Vpon whom therfore 
ſhould bcall the deſire of 7/rael, but vpon 
the K. as beeing the ſumme totall of our 


' reckoning,the light & breath of ourliues, 2 


the nouriſher of our peace , ' and nurcing 


Father of the Goſpell ? His victories, his 


deliuerices,his ioy,hislong life,his peace, 
his iſfuc, ſhould be the chicfe contents of 


our Praiers, & contentment of our hatts. 


And chis was th: ground of Mephibeſeth, 


C4 for 
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for his patient acceptance, and bountj- 
tall offer made to his Lord and King. In 
bricfc, as though he ſhould haue ſaide: Tt 
72 Sam's, 8 Mattercth nor, what is doneto (4) A dead 
| Doege (for ſo beforc hee called himſelfe) 
So as the Lyon be quick :It5killeth not for 
a lame foot, ſuch a Subie& as my ſelfe,fo 
as the head be ſafe & ſound. Let him take 
; | all, ſeeing my Lord and King is come home 
in peace. 

Who doubreth now, that this was a 
liberall graunt of a free-hearted Subic&, 
which being priuate, yet was pretudiciall 
to no mans right, but gaue true teſtimo- 
ny ofhis Innoceney , and vaſpotred loy. . 
alty; of his vndoubred louc, of his mecke 
Spirit,ready ratherto recciue wrong then 
doe any, andof his wiſedom withall, that 
wiliingly would not contend with his {u- 
perior, who hadde beene ſo fauourable a 
Lordrco him, and was fo gracious a King 
toall. Howbeit(giue me leaue to tell you) 

 theourward practiſe and imitation of this 

in all perſons, vppon all occaſions , is not 
neceſlary, nor ſafe , nor perhaps lawfull. 

Becauſe Abraham yceelded to Lox, it is not 
* | | 2 | nec cf | 


or Mephiboſeth. 


1- | neceſſary alwayes , that the Elder ſhould Y 
[n | yeclde ro the younger , the greater to the kb 
It | leffe, for ſothe Inferior, might learne fro- |#'F 
id || wardnefle and obſtinacy . Neyther is it 
*) || neceflary, fafe, or lawtull, that Kings and Wii 
2r | Princes ſhould ſubie& theyr eſtate and 1 Fl 
o | royalties vnto vſurping , Popiſh tyran- 
te | ny, in quer muchhumblenefle of minde, | 
ze || which wasthe poiſon that made the pride | 
of Rome to ſwell ſo bigge. It was not Sgt — 
a || for S«lomonto yeeld tothe ſuite of his « * 7525* 'W 
t, || Mother 2ueene, though much reſpe&ted, * oO 
ll | when ſhee intreated that Abiſhak the Shu-- 
3- | namitemight bec giuen in marriage vnto 
y- . | his Brother Adoniah, beeing a matter of 
e | moſtperrillous conſequence to the King, 
n | andhis Crowne ſztled vpon his head, by 
at || Gods appointment. And for perſons in- | : Y;; 
1- Þ| fcrior,although for peace 8 charity ſake, —_ 
a || they ought many times toabate of the Þ: 
& | extreamity of Mewwn and tum: Mine 8 
1) || thine: yet S. Paulereprooueth too much 
is | deiction and baſenes in the Corinthians, ; 8 
Dt | cucntotheyr Teachers, taunting them e, i F; 
I. | thus: f Tee ſuffer, if « manbringyouinto .g, \# 


Yt | bondage, if aman deuoure you,if a man take 0p! | 


Jour 
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your gooas, if a man exalt himſelfe, if a man 
[mite you onthe face. Nhat would he haue || 
ſaid to our (uyerſtitious Romaniſtes , that 
ſuffer themſelues to be made ſlaues in bo- 
dics and Soules, to an viurping (pirituall 
Father , who dooth tyrannize over their || 
Faith and Conſcience ? Who deuours the. 
Soules, nay, the liues and ſtates of ſo ma- 
ny imployed in his damaable ſeruices ? 
W hoexalts himſelfe aboue al that is cal- 
led GOD? Whoofftcrs to ſmite and de- 
ſtroy, notth= Faces onely of priuate men, 
butrhe Head, the chiefeſt maintainers of 
our peace, andthe Goſpel! ? | 
Againe, SubieQts to their Princes, al- 
though aboue theictributs,and cuſtomes, 
they hold nothing too dearfor a gracious 
K. if his neceſſity require it, neyther may 
s Ambroſe. reſiſt the exaQtions, nonot of a Tyrant, s 
A Iulian and Apoſtate : yet in matters of 
Religion the limits of our conceſſion and 
permiſſion is ftinted and bounded. In all 
other thinges ir is ſufficient, that wee de- 
maund 2, who 1s it, the king ? But in 
Religion we may examine 2:4? VV hat 
is it, lawfullor no, thatis commaunded, 


; When 


, or Mepbiboſeth. 

[When XNaboth was but asked by his king 
roſell his Vincyarde , or change it for a 
better, he was ſo far from ſaying : Etiam 
omni tollas : Take it : that contrary hee 
fiaich * Ab/er mihi a Jehouah. The Lord keep 
me fromit.\W hen Hamanagreat Officer 


hKing 21,3 


fin the Court of Ahaſnerws, expected i O- iEfterz, 3s < 


beifance of Mordechas , as well as others, 
hee would not ſo much as bend theknee 
vato him. T he Reaſons were, neither dif. 
loyalty 1o the One, nor wilfull obſtinacy 
inthe other. Naboth, who neuer ſo much 
as reliſted the wrongfull proceedinges a- 


gainſt himſelfe,by the kings ſuppoſed au- | 


thority , yet would not yeelde not tothe 
alienation of his, Vineyardefor his conlci- 
ence ſake, becing grounded ypon that cx- 
prefle Jaw of God, Zenit. 25. Which forbad 
any may to cut off his Land, by ſale from his 
Famely, or to {ell it but for Neede, 8 then 


ſoto ſell ir, that it might returne as Free a- 


oaine 1n the Tubile . And Mordechai, who 
was fo vigilant and fayrthfull, in the diſco- 
ucry of * Treaſons againſt the kingesper- 
on, who neuer was Authour to the 
Iewes , though they were in multitude 
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k Eſt, 2, 33, 


I Brentios, 


Exod. 17 


* Efter8, 8 


from vader Heauen : by which command, 


andthe other his curteſic to an aduanced 


T he faitbfull Subieft | 


many.to withſtand the cruel Edi& againſt 
all theyr lines, ſauconely with-Prayers, 
Interceſſions and faſting , yet would nor 
ſo much as St9upe, or affoord a Knee , as 
figne of reuercnce, to Haman, in regard 
he was one of thoſe curſed | Amalechits, 
whoſe Newe the Lord would not oncly 
himſelfe vtterly extirpate , buthad com- 
maunded the Tewes alſo ro = Roote ont 


they vvere to ſhow no ſignes of peace 
or humility to them , bur all hoſtility. 
Religion thereforemade the one forbear 
the grauat of his Vineyarde to his Kitig, 


Infidell, already branded and ſentenced 
co deſtrution by the LORD , vvhick 
notwithſtanding hee would not effe& by 
his priuate commotion, but by the royall 
Authority ofthe King » which he obtay- 
ned at thelaſt. 

Bur vnder the Title of Religion, ma- 
ny thinges paſſe thatarc of different con- } 
ſideration. For firſt, there be matters of || 
Fayth, and Morrall Duties,which a Chri- 
ſtian is bound to belecuc and obſeruc, 

Inn” 09” j 00-7  - ne 


or Mephiboſeth. 


inf {without any tergiuerſation or halting; 
Secondly, Indeterminate Ceremonies at- 
tending the ſeruice of GO D. Thicdly, 
for ſpeciall Fand1ons, for the propagati- 
on of that ſcruice. Fourthly, Eccleſiaſtical 
enaowments,to feed,cloath, & maintaine 
thoſe funRions fromthe want & ſcorne 
of this world, 

- Touching the firſt, wherein the ve- 
ry maine ſubſtaunce of [Religion conſi- 
ſteth, being pointes of Fayth, and Mor- 


ers, 
not 


The Vincyard of GOD, and that whick 
we muſt keepe vnto the death : and ia 
them the rulc of the Apoſtles holdeth 
vnchangeable, who appcaling vato the 
very Conſciences of the Rulers them- 


them rather then GO Dhimſelfe: Againſt 
the expreſſe commaund of God, in his 
eb? to himſelfe reſerued , there can be 


Keifar. In ſuch caſe, neyther may Prince 
. - "x J cy . TEA . 
ycelde his Petitioners a Toleration or 


muſt 


rall-Dueties, they arc indeed, Yines Det, 


{clues, badde them iudge, * YVhither 
it were right inthe ſight of GOD toobey © 


gnoyeelding to friend or father, ro King or. 


Interim : The Subictt , that othervvilc * 


39 
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4-cap.19 
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muſt proſtrate himſelfe to his Prince,and 
obey him in ſoule, yer in Idolatry-not 
bend akyee for his princes pleaſure, nor 
leaue a boofe out of the neceſſary {eruice 
to be offered ro the Lord, nor let goe the 
Cuppe out of the holy Supper,nor the wa- 
zer, or wordes of Inſtitution out of Bap- 
tiſme, nor the name of 7eſus our of theyr 
preaching or profeſſion, which was the 
caſe of the Apoſtles before ſpoken of 4 
Nullam fyllabam dininarum ſcripturarum 
in diſcrimen venire patinuntur 5 innutritt 
(airh S. Bafill : Not a ſillable muſt we ſuffer 
to be endangered by our tolleratio, ſubſcrip- 
770n,approbation or ſilence in the Sctip- 
rures of truth, Or as Nazianzen repor- 
ccth his ſpeech; * Nos,cetera bumiliores ſu- 


iz Monod/- my15 omnibus hominibus : vbi vero de fide, 


deque Chriſti pietate agitur, minime timids 
aut humiles apparemws : Tn other thinges 
we are more humble then any men, bur 
when our faith, 8 the Religion of Chriſt 
15 1n queſtion; we ſhew ourſelues neither 
humblenor fearefull : Tus modo, poreftate 
contra me Utare : Vſe your power againſt me 
(laith ac to Modeſt, a man of gteat au- 

thority) 


pbedience ; yea, ſuppaiſe thatwhich S. Am- 
| Proſe likewiſe propoundeth,that» Juliana 


or Mephiboſeth. 2 


thority) #ungquan perſnadebis, ge. you ſhal 


newer per (wade, no nor conflraine me to aſ- 
ſent unto your ſeit andimpiety which was. 
the Arrianhereſie. Areaſon of his Con- 
ſarcy, the ſame Father hath exprefledin 
another place, from the words of our Sa: 
viour : Heanen and Earth ſhall paſſe.but my 
wordes ſhall nst paſſe, no not one 1ot or tit- 
tle of them,aftcr this manner : © Noneft hic 


toto relictum eff : Heere ts no exception, no 


Parting of ſtakes in the word of God, nothing 
; Nat all is lefi to our owne pleaſure or curteſte, 
we muſt gize unto God, that which s Gods, 


which muſt be ſo. done, that we fayle nor 
in yeilding that to Czar, which is Cx- 


41. 


| Pe bY. off \ [ Prefat. de | 
arfferentia, non eft aiuiſto, nibil v/quam ex In 


lars neither. But S. Auſten purtcththe caſe « ,,,, p.y, 
© $5 alind Tmperator, aliud Deus, If Caiar vorb.Dom. 2 


command one thing, and God counter- 
mand the'ſame, what then? Suppoſe Cx- 
ar ſay, Solue tributum, Pay thy Tribute, 
flo mihi in obſequium.yeeld thy ſeruice and 


icked Emperor biddeth Chriſtian ſoul-* 
lors, lead forth mine Army againſtſuch 


a 


-- 


Mat.ſerm.6 


- Cem, is 
ſel.124 


The faithfull Subie 
2 Nation , fightfor mce: The Aunſwere 
muſt bee. Recfe quidem, &c. lt is right, I 
owe tribute, 1owe ſernice, [muſt obey , yet 
not when my ſeruice is 1dolatry, there I am 
forbidden. Who forbids ? A greater power. 
Daweniam : tucarcerem , ille Gehenyam, 
thou threatneſt Priſon, he threatens Hel; 
as though he ſhould ſay,thou canſt bur kil 
the body, he Soule and Body. Vhence 
: itappcateth;that all our Obedience muſt 
be, not Salwo ordjne , (as Popiſh Byſhops | 
had wont to play faſt and looſe, in theyr 
oaths to their K.)but Salva fide,ſalna Con- 
ſcientia,ſalua Innocentia,T hat,wharſocuet 
became of our goods, Landes, Digni- 
ties or life, we ſhould keep our Fayth, our 
Conſcience, our Innocency . Our Faith 
in Baptiſme profeſſed tothe Trinity, that 
« ud ver. 4, Fayth which Saint Tude (ayth« Was ginen 
| vnto the Sxints, in his time :not that new 
anc vp-ſtarth&ion , whichthe Romaniſfs 
call che Catholtke Fayth , beeing the ſame 
_ _l rather deſcribed by Jgint 7ude, which tea- 
chethtodeſpiſe gonernment, and ſpeake 
; _ euillofthem char are in Authority,/ as do 
the raging Icſuits, who follow the way of 
oy murde- 


_ _-__ mm. tn. » 


| fie 


or Mepbiboſeth. 


murdering Cain, and are caſt away by the 


deceit of Romiſh Balaams wages, periſhing 


in the gainſaying of Core.Saving our con- 
{cience grounded on the feare of God and 
his word, not ypon the vaine Tradirions 
of men. 'Sauing our Innocency limited 
py the will ofthe Lord,whichteacheth vs 
to vic our Faith in patience as a Buckley 2« 
gainſt rhe Fiery Dartes of Sathan, and the 
of the Worlde, notas a Sword a» 
wore 4 Orainance of GOD, and Lines of 
remporall Princes. Now,that which thy 
lawfull Prince, apparantly ordayned of 
GOD, maynot obraine at thy hand, 


wilt * th grant onerto an v{urping Pre- 
late? Wilt thou for the Pope , or Biſhop of 


Rome alter thy Fayth, include his ouer- 


reaching Tyranny within thy Creede, ad- 


mit his bloudy and Treaſonable Bullesta 
affrighe thy Conſcience ? Wik thou haz- 
zard [thine Innocency with periury , with 
difloyalty,with rebeilions and murders?* 

Siccine audis homin?, ſurdus Deo?doſt thou 


ſoobey thatmi of ſin, that thou art deafe 


ro the manifeſt and yndoubted vyoyce of 


43 
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the hand of his Miſtris, alluring him to 

lewdnes, & fled, neyther would hehauc 

yeelded ro ſuch a motion, had ſhe coman- 

ded him ; ncyther yerdid he reſcue him- 

ſclfe from Adultery and daunger, by vio- 
lenceagainſther perſon, norfaile in 0- 

ther durics requiſite, but with hazzard of 

his Name, lite, and liberty, he made an 
Innoccnteſcape , Cum meliore pallis caſti- 
nge * tatis,To preſe erue hu better Garment of cha- 
ſity. Soto preſeruc eur Conſcience and 
Innotency,let vs leaucall : all our goods,to 

Keepe our chicfeſt good, forfake men and 
worldly Maſters, to cleaue ynto God our 
Mayſter abouc ; bee ready to forgoe the 
_ earth, to beſure of Heauen, be content 
> Auguſt, de i6Authority ſharps the: Razs? againſt VS, 
owe jp To losſe our baires, that we may keepe our 
acoitnevacy. Bead (afc, our Fayth, our Chriſt, our Re- 
lam, wdece- Jigion, our Innocency vntouched . And 
pillesradet,wm? 1115 in our Faith and Morrall duties, vve 


»nde caput n= 


cidat, arelimited, 
But nowcin Ceremonies, attending 
ourReligion in ſome ſort , yerleft inde- 
terminate by Scripture,being neyther (a) 
ALPINE Contra freem, nor Contra bonos mores , a- 


gainſt 
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O gainſt fayth or Morall duties {as ſpeaketh : 


Ic Saint Auſten) neyther Pure bona , nor Pl 
N- re mala, neyther ſimply good, nor ſimply 
[1- 


O- Prince inioyne or inhibite, eſtabliſh or a-ſ#bici,volaras = 
D- bridge all or ſome : Diruat. edificet, mu- 
of tet quadrata rotundis: Lethim diſanul or 
un rauficthens, let him chaunge. ſquare into 
He round, fitting into kneeling , white into 
4 blacke, blacke into white (if in his wiſe. 
1d dome hce ſee cauſe : ) Etiam omni tollat," 
tO ler himdoc his pleaſure, Imuſt ſubmit, T 
1d muſt ſubſcribe. If I were in a Popular go- 
ur wernment , the peoples Cuſlome ought to 
nc {way mez if vndera Princes Inriſaitton, 
rt his Conſtitutions ought ro prxponderate 
Sy and ouerwaigh my Farey, my Credite,my 
ur ' private will and Cuſtome , and teach mee * 
C- what is decent and decorum. For in thoſe 
ad thinges, wherein my heaucnly Lord hath 
Ve left me a berty, the ſame Lord hath left 
alſo a liberty ro his Church, andtothe 
Ig Gouernots thereof for Edrfication andat- 
c- | cency, todiſpoſeandalterat their beſt dif- 
a) cretion. Inthis kind Saint Auſten graun- 
= teth (c) Ob/ernationes liberas, The 0bſer- @ Epi. «4 Iames 
2  4t1078 


badde, but (6) Media, Indifferent : letthe » gynud: ds 
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geclamat. 
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#atiento bee Free, not that cucry Man 
may doe what hee liſt, without reſpe& 
ot locall cuſtome, or contrary praiſe of 
Authoricy, but that every Cariſtian 
Churca or Gouernour may eſtabliſh or 
abrogate , and cuery Subie& obey with- 
out daunger of Seulc, ſo long as thoſe v- 
ſages arc freed from the opinion of Gods 
neceſſary ſeruice, and perpetuall neceſ- 
ſity -as 1n this Kingdome;where, though 
the Prince inioynes them, yet hee leaues 
afreedome of not viing them to other 
his Dominions, and co the forraine Chny- 
ches at Peace and Fellowſhip in Faith with 
vs yndcr his proteQtion - which neyther 
he would, nor iuſtly could. if heeſtcemed 
them inſeparable accidents in Geds ſer- 
uice, and not matters of order and decen- 
cy oncly. | 

And of this mind was that godly lear- 
ned man AelantFhon , when the Charch- 
7ewrers of his titne accuſed him of (4) 1n- 
conſtancy, of Declination to Popery, of the 
loſſe of Chriſtian hberty, and hauing Plau- 


ſus & ſtudiamultitudinis, The applanſe & 
fauonr of the multitude, lefte the Churches 


empty, 


or Mephiboſeth. 


empty , and threatned theyr Princes vvith 


ſeartion. For thus hee reſolues vppon 


the point : Alis onera duriera, &c. O- 
ther harder burthens muſt wee endare then 
4 linnen Garment, forthe peace of the 


Chorch. And therefore 7 confeſſe (fayrh 


| hee ) that for thoſe decrees which Princes 


haue thought good to propound, for auoiding 


of asſconfermity in rytes Eccleſiaſtical, I doe 
' perſwade, that the Churches, ſhould not bee 


lefte deititute and ſolitary : That is, That 
neyther Paſtors ſnould leaue their flocks, 
nor theyr Flockes forſake the Paſtor of 
their Soules, the publique Aﬀemblies & 
ſcruice of GOD, and Sacramentes, for 
thoſe thinges thar are ( Sine Impictate ) 
Without Impiery, impoſed vppon them, 
Andinſuchlike matters the pleaſure of 
our King and Goucrnours , who beſt 
doe know what is fir for peace, decency, 


and order , oughtto oucrſway all Defre 


of Contention , and determinethoſe Con- 
troucrſies which are rayſed by our dif- 
contented Brerheren , that are rather 
Futiles, then tiles, frivolous, then fruir- 


full; 


4: 
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3 Athird branch wee obſctucd, vyas 
of F Penfions Eccleſoaſticall , ſeruing more 
neceſſarily for the propagation of the ſer- 
ice of God. Wherein we briefly conſider 
the generall 73/{itu7i0n of men ſerre aparr |} 
and (epararcd for that ſcruice; called By- 
ſhops, Elders, Paſtors, Teachers,and by ſuck 
Ike Names, who hauc alwayes originally 
beene diſtin; fiſt amongſt theraſelues, 
ſecondly, fro other people. Firſt amongſt 
themlelues, as Greater and le{ſe, Captaines 
and Sonldjers(torſo Saint Hierom calleth 
them :) Some having pawer of iurifdic- 
' _ _  tionandordination To © reareſſe thinges 
\ © Uo Tf*  amiſſe, and ordaine Elders (as Titus hadde) 
rogether withtheir Miniſtery ; ſorheone- 
ly haumg powerto labourin the word & . 
Sacramentes. Secendly, from other peo- 
ple they haue beene diſtanced, not ſofar, 
In regione diſsimilitudinis, as the Papiſtes 
made them in Name and priuiledges, as 
thoughthey were the onely religious, 8. 
| ſpiticuall men, the onely Cleros, the inhe- 
f ritance of God; all wr , baſe, ſordid, 
prophane, ſecular, laicall and Tdiors , but 
na degree of precedency , by reaſon of 


D 


"wy 
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6 


LY 


NE e———— ta " , 


or Mephiboſeth. 
their ſpirituall fun&ion and calling, being 
ſer apart ynto the workeof the Miniſtry, 
and in that regard truely called Cleros, or - 
the peculiar inheritance of the Lord, 89 
v #:w principally and cſpecially as the Ze- 
wites inthe old Law. Dent. 10. 8. 9, Not 
excluding the layty, but that they alfo are 
the Lordes inheritance in amore generall 
ſence, as Deuz. 32. 9.0 alſo are they cal- 
led ſpirituall men, as types for their life 8& 
| learning going before the flocke, viing 
their funGtions and Authority to Edifica- 
tion, not to Peftrutt;on,in Peace, and not 
in Faction. © ay 

 Nowin theſe Inſtitutions and diſtin&i- 

ons, their may be no Tollat , No taking 4- 

way, but An abfit, God forbid. The great 

Nurcing-Fathers ofthe Chuch,cannotbe. 

head the Church of thoſe ſuperiour de- 

orecs , or of theſe neceſſary diſtinQions 
amongſithemſelues, or from Others, bee- 

_ Ing ſo matcriall, that if the greater ſhould 
bedriuen out by the Name of z1iſbops,the 
old Authority would againe be admitted 
vnder the new Maske of Superintendent, 


br ſomeſuch title. Forit is not mans wiſe- 
| D4 dome 
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dome tending to popularity and parity , 
that is able by any Noue# Imuention to bet- 
tcr thoſe Inſtitutions of the Holy Ghoſt, 
for gouernment in the Church. Neyther 
apainecan it be lawfull for Prince or Ma- 
giſtrateby himſelfe , or other vnqualificd 
perions to intrude vpon the Execution of 
offices appropriate tothe Miniſtery,more 
Ez, Chro, 26: then it was for f /zz4h to burne Incenſe 
befere the Lord. Although for the particu- 
Jar perſons adminiſtring thoſe FunRions, 

the calc 15 otherwiſe. 

Kings and Magiſtrats may command 

them to doe their duties , muſt punniſh 

them for neglect ofthe ſame; may depoſe 

and depriue the greateſt of them from 

theyr piaccs, as Salamen did Abiathar 

the high Prieft , and placed Zadok in hrs 

roomec. Saint Auſten himſelfe, and uuith 

him almoſt * thirty Biſhoppes beſide, of meer 

b Auguſt, de Charity,and modeſty agreed,tither to admit 
_ E= partners into their Sees, or elſe, Pro Chri- 

"——  ſuwnitate Epiſcopatum deponere , For The 
wzity of the Charch to lay dowpe their By- 
ſpoplike Authority. And thus tholemen of 

Got reaſpned with thetniſelues: aid Chriſt 

| t. 


or M ephiboſeth. Wo 
| deſcend from Heauen into our human ment- = 
bers, that we might be his Members, Et nos 
de Cathedra deſcendere formidamus * And 
\ | areweafraide to come downe from Our 
| Seas to prenent diniſion in Chriſtes Mem- | 
| bers? The like zcale was in Gregory NaZt- _[ 
4anZ7 againſt himſelfe,to aueidthe church | 
rroubles impendent 3 which maketh him | £3 {af 
thus to ſpeake * i $1 propter me eff iſta tens. # Reffin: \: $14 
| peſtar,rolliteyer mittite mein mare, et aeſs- 
, | nat 4vobs caoquaſſatio: If this tempeſt be by 

reaſon of me $ake mee caft me intothe ſea, 
(like Tonas)and ſs let this tepeſt ceaſe.Such 
| 15 the depthofloue in faithful BB.and pa- 
ſtors, reſembling the true k Mofhey , who & 1 King 31 
| | rathergiues the Lining Child whole away, 
| then ſuffer itto be Druided:ard although 
their life is | Not dear unto them, (0 as they ' As 20. 
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may fulfill their courſe withioq, and the mi- ' I 
= |} niſtration which they haue receined of the i; 
*. | Z2rd, andcould finden their hearts , to { F- 
* | impartthcir very Soules for their people, FF 
' | hecauſen Theyare dear vnto them:yet con. = 1 Thel. | 
| trariwiſetodo them good,for their peace ' F: 
* Þ and benefite, they are ready to giue oucr ' iy 
' }I theirliuings, their places, and titles. | Þ& 
| Thus ' Pf 
| 5 { ; 
+ : n 3 
F 
ny 4 


bh nate . » » 
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Thus were thoſe, that were beſt worthy 
to keepe their honors, moſt willing to re« 
figne the,not ofany moroſitic & froward 
neſlc, but of mecre Charity, making an 
offcr oftheyr Byſhoppricks,as Saint Paul 
wiſhed himſelf to be" ſeparated,and the Ga- 

nRom. 9,3 [athians could hane parted with theyr veyes, 
2 Gil-4 15 rot that any ſuch thing was commodious 
or expcdiet, but rather the contrary. And 
ſurely,great & appatant muſt be the com- || 
 modity of the Church, which ſhall make | 
vs voluntarily leaue our charge and mini= ff 1 
: ſtery : Nay , great ſhould bee the cauſe, || 
that might inforce vs thereunto.VVhere- || ! 
( 


fore itis ro be pirtyed,that our diſconten- 
ted Brethren, ſeeing no tort is offered to 
theyr Conſcience in the maine pointes of || ti 
Fayth or morall bchauiour ; no benefite, |] g 
(but much dammage to their flockes, by | t; 
their owne confeſſion ) ſhould ſo eaſily || 
relinquiſh them, as acrmmix]er ranck-brea- þf c: 
H kers, as though Souldiers ſhould leauec 
theyr fellowes and Capraines, for the fa- 
ſhionoftheir March and colours preſcrt- 

IS. bed. VW hy fhould any contentious diſpo- 
Melanh, fition, ? priuate opinion,reſpe& of ws ef fr 

ar 


or Mephiboſeth, 


lar credite, make vs to worke our owne 
expulſion our of the Harueſt of the Lord, 


33 


being ſo great and fo ripe? I ſpeake not of _ 


the loſle of liuinges, for many had rather 
part with their maintenance and meancs, 


then their fancies & conceits, imbracing 
them, Non quia vera, ſed quis ſua: not be- 
cauſethey aretrue, bur becaule theyare 
their ewne; and that moreis, their eldeft 
and firſt begotten opinions; and which is 
moſt of all, much commended of many 
their followers. And it may be their glea. 
ning is better then the Harweſt of many la- 
bearers, whoare faineto bearethe bur- 
den ofthe worke , and may not for theyr 
Conſcience giuc it oucr . Thus much for 
tae functions of the Church, and the de. 
grees and diſtinCtions not to bee abropa- 
ted by any mans Authority : yet in patti- 
cular perſons ſometimes vppon great oc- 
calions, alrhough not raſhly to bee alte= 
red. | 


maintenance and endowmentes Eccleſi- 
aſticall, to feede and cloath her Miniſters 
trom the ſcorncand want ptthe VV orld: 

OLNC and Wan otaily 
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4 Bedſide alltheſe ;Religion hath hir 


Auguſtin, 
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54 T be faythfull SubicEt 
partly by tythes due, ure djuins, by Gods 
Law ; citherpreciſcly, or at the leaſt pro- 
portionably : partly by the bounty of 
Princely Bencfa&tours . And thoſe noyy 
conſecrated to holy and religious Vies, 
rouching their Collation and diſpoſiti- 
on, no doubt, bclong to temporall Prin. 
ccs, who arc Nurcing-Fathers of the 
Church,the Stewards of her maintenance, 
for ſo was Conſtantine, A keeper and diſtri- 
but our of Church goodes, notas one that 
10ptimus ez q Keept thems to himelfe , or diſtributed 
Ku ro them to any prophane vſcs, but that hee 
blreſeruct, Kept and preſerued them in their right 
Hierew. courſe, and diſpoſed of then to thoſe that 
were beſt woorthy , and fitteſt for theyr 
* ſufficiency in matnaginy of holy Du- 
rycs. Asit isthe chiefe Magiſtrates of- 
fice, to preſerue euery man 1n his right, 
and the poſſeſhon of his owne ; ſo cſpeci- 
ally to proce the Church in her neccl(- 
ſary liberties, and endowments , becauſe 
' Optatus as Optatis ſayth * Reſpublica non eff in Ec- 
leſia, ſed Eccleſia et in Republica . The 


; 
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Common-vvealth is not in the Church , n / 
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or Mephiboſeth. 55 
Is | the Charch is in the Common-vvealth , 
> | and therefore by the Gouernours and 
ff [| Lawes thereof to be fenced and guarded, 
V | being herſelfe a ward and Pupile, 1» rem- 
S, | poralibis,ynto her princely Foſter-fathers 
ti- | inthis world. 
1- | Te is very true, that Rulers ought 
'e | not to appropriate vvithout dew com- 
e, || penſation,theReueneyvys ofthe Church, 
i- | much lefle to beſtowe the Tythes alot- 
at} redto the mayntenance of the Miniſte= 
d | ry vppon theyr Officers , or Seruauntes 
<< | of State : yet power they haue to ſee the 
at | right Employment of them, and if any 
at | occaſion doe require, to tranſlate ſuch 
yr | goodes and Reuennewes miſle-imploy- 
1- | cd yppon falſe Teachers, ynto thoſe 
i- | that are Orthedoxe, and faythfull Diſtri- 
butours of the Myſteryes ef our Sauiour 
Chrilt, . 

So aid the Chriftian Emperours ordayne 
by theyr religious Lavves, * that whatſoe- . ,,,ug;, 
ver was helde under the Name of thoſe 1d Bonfac. 
Churches , that were of Donatus part , #59: 
ſhould paſſe over vwiththe Churches them- 

ſelnes 
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ſelnes onto the Catholikes. And yet for ail 
this, as it was lawfull, for Daxid ts cate of 
the fhew-bread vppop neceſſity, So, inſach 
caſes, no doubt, where the Prince Boxa 
fae hath neede of them, for his honeſt, 
publike, 8 yrgent occaſions of the king. 
dome, hec may demaund the halfe or the 
whole: and the Incumbents muſt yeeld, 
Etiam omnia: Enen All, it neederequire. 
Howbeir, I muſt cofeſle that this point is || - 
diucrſly difputed of:And yetthe Coclult | 
on is moſt currant amongſt the learned, | 
' that Eccleſpaſticabona,goods of the church |! 
may notbe alienated by the Incumbents, ||| 
becauſe they are nor their owne goods, || | 
bur vppon truſt commitrced vnte them by 
the Church ; which then eſpecially is true | 
t 
y 


in my vnderſtanding,when the principal 
Member of the Church and Common- 
wealth,hath beſtowed theſe endowments 
vppon a Parſon ſcle&ed , for his maintes | f 
naunce while hee ruleth or labourerh in Þ 3 
thinges ſpirituall , and for his diſpoſition 
to vices neceſlary, as occafion ſhall bee of- || © 
tered. But ſurely, this cannot bee ſo gene. | 
rall,bur ic ſuffereth ſome exceptions. Iris 
- truc), 


or M ephiboſeth. 


true, Saint Auſtes perhaps was ouer-flex- 
ible, in Charity, yeclding to leauethe » 
Poſſeſsion of the Church to the people, for 
the ſatisfying of ſome populer ſcandall & 
ſuſpicion : and indcede, rieytherhad hee 
authority of himſclfe ro doc it, neyther 
the people any power to accept of ſuch an 
off-r. Saint Ambroſe on the other ſide, re- 
fuſed ſtoutly to yeclde his Orzorte to the 
Emperour Yalens, demaunding ir for a 
wicked employment,8 yetthe ſame Aw 
broſe was flatly againſt the praKtiſc of Re- 
miſh Prelats,forhedid not keep any forci- + 
ble poſſeſſion againſt the Emperor,though 
Hereticall, but further, hee teacheth that 
Kirges and Princes may vſe the goods of 
the Church, 7 vrgente Neceſsitate : theyr 


4 


u Pofiden, 


Neceſlity vrging yntoit. The ſame Am 7 Þ* Beflic 


broſe forthe Redemption of Captiues , * 
was bold teſell the goodes moucable of 


the Church, theyery (=) Sacred weſſailes, peice. 


afficming, that the liues and Soules of 
Captives were more precious inthe ſight 
of God, then any golden Ornaments, & 


alledging for himſelfe the Example of S. 


Lanrence before him, 


who would notde- 
liver 
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liver oner the Treaſures of the Church 
to the Emperour Decins but gaus them ro 


the poore, the blind, and the iame, who 
are the Treaſury wherein the Almes of 


the Church ſhal no doubt bc put, and for 
whom one part of her riches ought to be. 
 Tothelecaſcs of exception ler mee adde 
Sg one more,ſet downe by * Peter Martyr, 
” and I will conclude. TIfit belawſull for a 
maa to giue Skin for Skzn, and all chat he 
hath to ſaue his life; and if it be commen- 
dablc inthe Steward ofa Noble man,his 
Maſter and Lord being taken cap riue,for | 
the redemption of his Lorde , tof-ll his 
Maiſters goods: much more may ir bee 
lawtull' and good Pollicy , when the 
Church is inpreſſureand bondage ynder 
a Tyraunt, who for conſcienc: will nor 
+ command and maintaine the Seruice of 
God in nts kingdome, but for lucre and 


p 


gaine wil permit the ſame; cucn with ſale 
or alienation of Church-goods & Lands 
to procure a freedomec of Conſcience, 
and of the exerciſes of Religion, where- 
1n eternal} life is contained. Briefely thus 


| then : Alchough itbee ynlawtull raſbly, 
for 


awaightypon them. Thirdiy, how Area 


or Mephiboſeth. 


for fearc or flattery, willingly to conſent 
cothie alienation of the Church-cndow- 


ments, or for aſpiring Church-men in 


the prenſation of Honours and appetite 
of Titles, to let fie their Manors 8& pol- 
(cfſ1ons,or at all toconſcar that they ſhold 
.be tranſlated to wicked yles : yet is it not 
yafic 1n the publique want of Prince or 
Country, hauing no other mcans of ſup. 
ply, nor forthe neceſsity of the poorein 


- a point of great extremity, nor for the 


redemption of the free yic of the Goſpell 
vader a Tyraunt, to come off with;this + 
Grant, of Tollat omni : Let him rake all. 


And thus we behold firſt howwvee mult 
| beſtrictand preciſe;in matters of faith & 
' morall duties . Secondly, how in Cere- 


monics yndetermined (wherein ' ſome 


- men ſhewemoſt ſtritneſſe) wemaybee 


neurrall, till Auchoriry, or the Cuſtome 
ofthe Church wherin we liue,doth hang 


in Church-fun&ionswe muſt hold, and- 


when wee muſt yeild: Laſtly, what wee 

areto-pratiſc in _ goods and poſleſsi- | 

ons of thechurch, who, as ſhee is ſome- 
=” rimey 


T be faitbfull Subieft 

times bountifull co her Princes and chil- 
dren, ſo againe when ſhee is in want, or 
her Princes in peace cxpeCteth a recipro- 
cation of bounty from the. And they alſo 
ſometimes haue ſo far exceeded meaſure 
in their magnificent contributions ta the 
church,that like as Moſes was faine to ſtay 

'  ®Rrod,36.5. theOffrings*otthe people bringing ouer.- 
much, tothe Tabernacle: ſothe Magi- 
ſtrates by Lawes haue neceflarily reſtrai- 
ned immoderate gifts tothe Church, as 
witneſſeth our Statutes Jorg ago, 8 the 
decrce of the Fenetian State (o. bitterly 

impugned by the Pope of late. 

It is moſt certaine, thar. as Tuſtice it 
ſelfe is ſo bounded that ſhee ſtretchnor. 
beyond her limits : Nay, cucn Liberality 
muſt be ſtinted, leaſt Largition dry vppe 
her fountaine: ſoPatience, Charity, and 
Curteſic in temporall fauours , howſoc. 

erin afte@ion may be bottomeleſle, yet 
in effet.and aftion, they muſt bee ſtinted 
with due reſpe& and reſtraints. Aﬀection 
in the Miniſter muſt be ready to deale his 
3 1Thel, 2, 8 yery (6) Soule tothe people, but in ation 
It is ſufficient.ifhee beftowe his yigilant 
| 5 :. -—_ 
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or Mephiboſeth, _ 
paines, and deale the Bread of life aman- 
geſt them. The people alſo muſt haue an , 
inward readineſlcto plucke out their ve- 
ry Eies,it poſsible, and giue them to their 
paſtors,with rhe Galathians: but yer it ſut- 
ficeth it they yeild obedient cares ro their 
do@rine.and due maintenance for them; 
making them, not maiſters and heirs, but 
onely © Pertakers of all their geodes. In< Gal,6.6 


| Almf-giuiag, all in affc&ion, is too litle : 


in the exerciſe of it, our Sauiour biddetlt 

not Grue all, but(d)Giae unto all, Non om- 
nia, ſed omnibus : except to the Phariſee - > 43 
who 1#/iifzed himſelfe, the triall of whoſe 
perfeQion was that precept or counſel of 
our Sauior, © To ſell all, and giueit tothe eurg. 2 
poore, Andindecd, a more difficult point | 
it is for a man to forſake all in heart and - 
afteftion,then in his practiſeand Aion. 

Eaſier it is for a man recciuing a blowe 


 wpen his rizht cheecke, to turne theleft alſo, 


then for him to ſuppreſſe all thoughtes of re- 
wenge : Etfier,to gine cloake' and all to him 
that taketh away the coat , then inwardiie 
to Wiſh his good, that doth him harme,8 
therefore tae example of our Sauiour, 


E 2 who 
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flob, 18,22 | WHO Being mitt? did not actually turne 


Auguſtin 


the other cheeke, teachch ys for the vn- 
derſtanding offuch Precepts,that Prepa- 
ratio faciends eft in corde, preparation 8& 
readinefle to recciue wrong or giue ouer 
right in Patience, Charity,ot Currteſic,is 
inthe hartand affection to be made, nor 
alwaics in our outward conuerſation, or 
Courts of men to be practiſed. 

But to conclude, leaſt I make ouer-bold 


yppon youractuall patience in hearing, 


Mephiboſeth may'teach vs net oncly pa- 
tience and bounty in conceipt, bur in ac- 
tion. By his example ſo highly valewing 
the ſafety of Hws earthly Lord and King,wc 
may learne,firſt for Ieſus Chriſt his ſake, 
our heaucnly King, for the peace of the 
Church,his body, and the aduancement 
ofthe Goſpell,willingly to ſuſtaine many | 
damages on the carth. Secondly, for the 
fruition ofa good King to indure manie 
grecuances without murmuring, cſpcci- 
ally ſeeing all things cannot be ſo exactly 
reformed heecre, but ſomewhat muſt ſlip 
for haſt, and paſſe awry for lacke of infor. 
mation. Heerc Zybah may preuail, ſome- 
times 


wy 


or Mephiboſeth. 63 - 
times getall, ſometimes halfe,but in hea» 
uen he ſhall haue neither part,nor inheri- 
tance. Heere honeft men may paſle vnre- 
garded, good cauſes ſometimes bee {mo- 
thered : cuen When it is peace, 8 when the x Augeſt,tom, 
Rulers honour the Church, cherriſh Vertue, 19. hom, ts 
make Lawes for Iuftice, and fauor the god- 
ly, yetthere will be a kind of perſecution 
as it was in Adams houſe, in Abrahams 
family, in Rebecchaes wombe, in Dauids 
kingdome. Nowe then ſomeparticuler 
aplication let vs extractfrom tholethree 
notable perſons ſpoken of, and ſo will I 
_ youto your Meditation and prac- 
tile. 
Firſt,Zybah was a ſpider ful of venom,yet 
from him draw this Antidote. Thou that 
artan vnfaithfull'Seruant , that priuilic 
Laieſt « wound vnder thy Maſter, to vado 
himlike Zybeh :thou that fecdeſt yppon 
the retaile of flattery and falſe Calumniaz, 
tions, that infinuateſt thy ſelfe into fauor 
and riches by the ſlander and reproch of 
other, miſleading great mens eares with 
tales, that ſeckeRtto nouriſh hatred- and 


ſuſpition betweene Lords and Tenants, 
IF dif- 
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diffidence betweene Princes & ar ; 


the day will come, when thoſe whome 
thou betrayeſt and abuſeſt, may come to 
hearing, and thouto ſhame and punifh- 
ment, as Mordecat was aduaced tohonor, 
and Haman tothe gallowes; if not in this 
lite by 4ſhnerus and Baxid,yert in another 
life by himtharis higher then the hieſt : 
*1Th<4,6 » IWherefore let 30 214n oppreſſe or circum 
went his Brother, for the Lord s aneneer of 
a/ theſe things as ſaiththe Apoſtle. 
Secondly, in Mephiboſeth receive com- 
| forr,thou thar art traduced, flandered, & 
- falſely accuſed, Thy /reht will breake out as 
the morning,thy caulc ſhalbe heard, thine 
Innocency cleared, Joſeph ſhalbe remem- 
| bered, thoftgh long firſt, Againe, thou 
haughtie malc-content, who for priuate 
prudge orrepulle,careſtnor ro ratle vpon 
Prince or ſtate,learne of this Nobleman, 
meekeneſle, patience, loyalty, though 
thouatt crotled , though thou lee thy 
Competitor or Aduerſary exalted , fret 
10,2427 ot thy ſelfe, leaue not thy place, i Feare 
thy God and thy king,and medale not yvith 
them that are ſeditious. 
Againe,thon Ambitious and couctous 


or Mephiboſeth. 
Incrocher,learne to mcaſure thy ſtintleſſe 
appetite by Mephib. He Regaras the King, 
his peacc and ſafety aboueall his owne 
Honor and wealth : thou reſpeQeſt, 'and 
loueſt beſt che Kings forcunes, his gifts & 
Offices, and therefore obſeruecſt him. But 
ſeeke nor thy ſelfe, enuy not thy better, 
chine equall, intrude not ypon his right, 
bur rather abate of thine. Ir is not long 
ſince, we acconntedail our Goodes and 
Lands, as vponthe hazard, becauſe wee 
knew ofno king ; durft ſcarſe whiſper of 
any ſucceſſor, doubtedvf that ſpoile and 
Hauocke which our enemics prognoſti- 
cated againſt ys : ſhould we notnow, ſec- 
ing our Lorde andking is come in peace, 
the Goſpell eſtablifhed, the ſucceſsion ap- 
parantly fetled ; be bountiful, open hear 


red, and handed, to al good purpoſes fI 


ſay not to you Nobles, giuc vp your Ho- 
nors & fauors;nor to you landlords,yci!d 
vp your reucnewsznor to the wealthy, giue 
vp your bags & banks; nor to Iudges and 
efficcrs , . giuc away your fees: this were 
Durus ſermo,an intollerable ſpeech : lapides 


 laquerer,I ſhould ſpeak words like ftones, 


if I faid thus, Bur 


Ld 
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Butthis I fay,forthe honor of your Chri- 
ſtianprofeſhon., the peace of King and 
Goſpcll yader him, and the glorye of 
GOD, which may be illuſtrated by your 
good works : [et not Nobility vaderprop 
it ſclke with Tities rooppreſſc, let nor 
Landlordes'ſer all on the racke,lct nor the 
wealthy increaſe their gaines , by ſwal. 
lowing vp of the poore, and beggering 
ahe labourers of the Land : let not Offi- 
cers flea and grindthe people with rrickes 
and deuifes : Ict their hooked fingers bc- 
comeſtraight; * Yxius viilitas non ſit om- 
rium damne : Let not many bee looſers for 
one mans winning. 

But what ? Doe I forget ro ſpeake to 
Chutch-men,are not they faulty as vyel! 
as the reſt, ſay you? No: tothem with 
others, I intend my ſpeech, andrhus more 
particularly I will be bold to call vpon the 
rcnerend Farhers,and the reſt my Brethe- 
| ren. ! Detur parnis etizm dicendi libertas : 
' Baſi: Epi Let the leaſt have liberty to ſpeake in this 

2 place,as ſaid Nazianzen :ſceing,Gratia non 
eſt angnfta : The grace of God may be great 
what ſoener the man be. 1 doe not cite the 
|  Reve- 


| . Anguſtin. 
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er Mephyboſeth. 
Reuecrend Fathers, to leaue their honors 
and poſſeſſions, nor yet roadmt partners 


into their Byſhopprickes, as Saint Auſten 
was willing tohaue done, inthecaſe bc- 


fore merioned : bur for the glory of God, 
the good report of the Golpell,the honor 
of our Lord and King, ſogracious a Pa« 
tron of Biſhops, this I wold deſire them, 
that their conuerſation may bee without 
collouredor noted Couctouſnefle, leaſt 


while they deſire immoderately,they loſe 
m Nicendl libertatems alare , their liberty m 3arnard: 


| | . . f 
to reprooue others, in their owne houſe, 
and actions. Thatthey would be content 


with their preferments, laying downe, as 


they take vp, leauing ſomewhat behinde 
for choſe which ſhould ſtep after them. 
Bovnris, who alvvayes beſtoweth 
Commendams. and fauours, is as a 
Fountaine, in it (clfe exuberant, and yn- 
limirable (which, God graunt, long may 


runneto refreſhthe SanAuary,) butthey _ 


thatare to drinke of the ſtreames, areto 
ſtint and limite themſclues within the 
mcaſure of theirline, that their abundice 
neyther cauſe want to others,nor iuſt ob- 


loquy 
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loquy to theyr perſons, wownel, layth Ss 
Pale, looke noteuery man on his oyvne 
thinges, but ypon other mens alſo : ypon 
the publike profite and benehite, eſpecial- 
ly of the Charch, which then is impaired 
when men ſeck their owne aduancemenr 
ouecr greedily., 

Againe, my Brethren of Infcriour note, 
why ſhould they bes iuſtly taxed as ſcan- 
dalousto our profeſſion, with their vnex- 
cuſable couctouſneſſe,ſome degenerating 
(as Chryſoſtome layde in his time) e 1nto 


? In Match: ProtFors, Stewards, and Chafferers, and 1 


hom, 86. 


« Enift.271. Eccleſie neceſſitatem, vel perſonarum vii- 


may ſay, into Legwliſts, & Ruſticks : lome 
ingroſſiag Church-liuinges , making the 
former to be but, Grads futuri,the means 
to {teppe further, alwayes hauing a freſh 
game in chace and purſuite. Iecnuy not 
the Rewardes of Icarning : I doubt nor, 
bur diſpenſations may bee graunted, ac- 
cording to Saint Barnaras cautclous ad- 
miſſion, q Diſpenſatorie , vel ob magnam 


«d Cem.The- Jipatem : Eyther for the great Neceſſity 
bill: 


ofthe Church, or forthe vrilicy of ſome 
{ingular perſons; or 1ndeed, for the inco- 
PRtency 


or Mephiboſeth. 
petency of maintenance,in ſome charges. 
But flockes, and Feeders, Fathers, & Bre- 
thren, let vs all in the feare of God, learne 
contentment 1n our eſtates, more to re- 
{pet the common good,then ourprivate 
gaine. Therichcs of this life are tranſiro= 
ry, Theenes may ſteale them , crafty Zy- 
bah may cooſen ys of them : bur godlines 
is great riches, if a man bee content vvith 
that hee hath, for vnto it belong the pro- 
miſes of this life, & the life to come. Thus 
much tor Mephiboſeth. 

' The hird and laſt party isthe King: 


whence Iudges & Gouctnors may learn, 


diligence,to ſearch out cauſcs, wiſedome 


to take heed of Sycophants, and ſtop theyr 


fitteſt ro ſpeakevnto a King,in whole pre- 
ſence, becauſe wee arc not, we will turne 
our ſpeech, and ſpeakeforthe King, even 
to the King of Kings. Thou Lord of hea- 
uen, and Father of life, inſpire his Noble 
breaſt with wiſedome and Counſel], that 
a Dcuine ſentence may bee in his mouth 
when hee iudgeth the people, courage in 
his hearr, when he executerhthy Lawes, 

COIMN- 


% 


- eares to flatterers : Bur of a King, it were ' 
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cofort in his ſoule when he meditateth on 
thy word . Multiply thy blefſinges on his 
head, let his Crowne fit faſt, ler his life be 
precious in thy fight, as it hath beene he. 
therrofrom his Cradle, lerthy Aungelles 


guard his facred perſon , and make vsal- 


wates prailc thee for his deliuerance. Sub. 

duc the hearces of the people ynder him, 

that his peace may be our i@y; our welfare 

may be his delight; that his dayes may be 

long vpon SE ,and his life, cucrlaſting 
in the glorious Kingdome of Chriſt 
leſus, Amen, Amen. 


SALO- 


eA (,aueat for them that en 
ter into the houſe of 
GOD. | 


The Text. 
Eceles. 417. Take heed to thy foote, when 
| thou entereſt into the houſe of God: And 
be more neare to heare, then to offer the 
Sacrifice of fools: for they know not that 
they do enill. £4, 


So Hc E*gly Preacher Salo- 
—TGISSY 4 i . _ I 
on mon () hauing builded. a 
(1 Terplerothe Lerde, and 
|| perccluing- the Gates not 
> ev) to beſo curiouſly contri- 
ued, norſo narrowely watched by the 
Porters, but Fooles might enter as well as 
bn the 


w- 


Kinos,6, 7 
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the IVi/e : rooke order by this Caneat to 
reach wiſedome in the Porch, that Wiſe- 
dome entering might be admoniſhed,and 
Fooles that could not bee kept our, nor 
would not be taught, might bee diſcoue- 
red. The wordes of which Careat,deuide 
themſelues, as the worldeis parted, bee. 
tweene Wiſemen and Fooles. Wiſemen,] 
meande, ſuch as are t#iſe and will encreaſe 
their wiſedome by Inſtruction ; or luch as 
being fimple,with warning will be wiſer, 


_and looketo themſelues. Feeles, 1 vnder. 


ſtand thoſe, rhat thinke too well of their 
wir, and therefore deſpiſe all wiſedom 8 [i 
Counſell but their owne . Now, neucr 
was there any Church or congregation 
viſible, but it had this mixture of wiſemen 
and Fooles, Adams (onnes had one Diſct- 


Geefis 4 P!1ne, but aiſpeſirions contrary. The ſup- 


Luk,18.11, 
13 


Mat, 25, 6 


plicants ofthe temrie had the ſame Cere- 
monies, not the ſame Purpoſes : where rhe. 
Publica praid Humbly, the Phariſeepraid 
Loftily The Fooliſh Virgins accnded flepr, i 
& wakcd together Me wiſe.Neither 
indced cani/;ſemes lo aflemble,but Fools 
yvil be at their clbotws. VV here one cnte- 
: a __ * ringthe 


' or Mephiboſeth {i 
the houſe of God takes heed to his Foote; = 
Another is heedlefle and ſtumbles: where 
One is prepared, Another is Prophane;wher 
One is ready to Heare Gods word, Another 
is ready to follow his owne Tuention: yet 
both frequent Thz houſe of God,both offer 
Sacrifice, both vie Holy exerciſes. But $4 | 
lomon deſirous to ſingle outthe Oxe from 
the Other, hath lefc this [criprure as a war- 
ning -for wiſemen,and a diſcourry of Fools, 

W herein wiſemen arc taught, Fooles are 
pointed at ; wiſdome is preſcribed as aſafe 

w4) to lead ys, Follie is declared as a Rock 


that wemight avoid it. I#iſemen, are fa- 


milarly ſpoken wnto : Take heed to thy 
foot when hog entereſt : Fooles are ſpo- 
Ken of, as Strangers; They know not, that 
they do euill, The wile receiue admoniti- 
on and make ylſe of it; the Foole beeing 
le|fe-witred,and ſelfe-conceited is a ſchol- g,.,,wq: x. 


Jer to himſelfe, and hath a feole to his Mai. titt.87. 


er, and like Saint, like Sacrifice : what is Wu 4 _ 
g'ſtrun 


good and acceptable to God he cares not, con/truit, 


what is cuill and difpleaſing ro him hee wav; oo 
knowes not; They know not that they doe ks 


eall, 


Bur 


"us or Mephiboſetb, 


4 But letting fooles ſtand afide and Aloofe, 

| I will fit ſpeake of this Warnime to iWife- 

- men. In which I obſeruc Three degrees of . 

Wiſ:dome. The firſt is the entrance into 

Gods Houlc : If hen thou entreſ{ . The ſe. 

cond, 1s the preparation. Take heed to thy 

foote : Therhird, is the exerciſe of Religi- 
on, Bee neare t0 heare, and More neare to 
heare, then To gine the Sacrifice of Fooles. 
The firſt duty of I#:/emen and religious, 
is to bee good Church-men , ropreferre 
Gods houſe before our owne Houſes, to 
eptcr the great congregation, to frequent 
the publicke place and exerciſcs ofReligi- 
on : but this is notall, for there muſt bee 
not only a forward For, but aright Foot, 
anda ready Eare:arcgard how weenter, 
how we Heare : for we may bee nearethe 
Church , and farre from God ; neare with 
our Zzppes, and farre offin our harts : nay, 
we may be quicke in hearing, but flow in 
vnderſtanding, and deafe in obeying, & 
therefore Take heede to thy foote when thou 
entreſt, orc. 

I Touching the Entrance into' Gods 

Houſe, as this Chriſtian and honourable 


Af. 
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Afſemblic, being alwaycs a Joy, and a 
Crowne, tothe Miniſter of God incxer-. 
ciſe, doc yeeldea Godly preſident, fo in 
all ages, the faythfull from the higheſt to 
the loweſt, as Houſeholders of God,and his 
Deare Children, haue with great Alacritie 
viſited their Fathers Hoaſe, procured the 
welfare of it , and drawne all other theyr 

dependantes to follow their example. In 

one Dazid behold all. How ioyfull vyas 

heeat the obtaining of the Arke' ; howe 

cheerefull at: the eſtabliſtiment of it; and 

yet againe, when the Arke remayned wn- 
der Curtaines onely, His owne houſe of Ce- 


_ . 


dar Trees diſpleaſeth him . The Zeale of x, Chro, 27:3 
Gods houſe did ſo eate him vp, that hee dif- 

continues his owne houſe, He refuſeth his 

beade, hce taketh not his reſt , till hee hath ygq, ;,,, 


found aplace for the Lord, an habitation for 


the mighty God of Tacob. His Commaun- 


dementto the Prieſtes 8& Leuites,ſheweth 


his ardent Deſire. Open onto mee the Gates Plal,18, 195 
of righteouſneſſe, &c. His exhortation to 
the people doth no lefſe: O enter yee his pL 190, 
gates with praiſe. His vowes and rauiſh- 
ments of the Spirite to that purpoſe are 

: "Eee 


” 


-- 
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Plalme 84, 1. excelient : O how amiable are thy Taberna- 

 » cles | My Soule longeth, yea and farnteth for 

the Courts of the Lord . His Iudgement Of 

the Prieſls & Miniſters of the Tabernacle, 

(contrary ro the baſe reckoning that 

worldlings make ofthem,is notable:)Ble/- 

Plalme 84, 4, 4 47 they that dwel in thy houſe, they ſhal 

alwates praiſe thee: they watch in thy courts. 

In which he acknowledgeth one day ſpent, 

to bee better then A thouſand clic where, 

and therefore he defireth, rather to bee 4 

Doore-keeper inthe houſe Of God, then #0 

awell in the Tabernaclesof the wicked: That 

is; to bea poore Zewit in Gods continual! 

ſcruice,then agreatKing among the, that 

liued rather richly then religiouſly . And 

"FIPS... .. maruaile,it the godly haue bin fo /oe- 

lay. 53, 3. /{cke ater the houſe of God, ſeeing it is the 

Gate of Heauen, The Sthoole and Market 

of Wiſedome, whete there is a River of 

lining YVater to quench our thirſt, and 

Plaime 36, 8: coole our heart : Fatneſse and Marrovu to 

fatishe our hungry Soules, A ffrong To- 

wer ofdefence, the Name of the LORD 

called yppon, 4 ftayfor our feete , when 

Palme 73. they arc about to Sip,acoucnant of mn 
. | "400 
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and an Ambaſsaze of triice offered from 
God to men. 

But it may bee ſome will excepr, that 
the houſe of God tn Salowmenstime, & the 
Houſes of God, now do differ ; and ihar 


the neceſſity for the repyre yaro them. 


now, as in oide time tothe Temple, is not 
like, For anſwer to which obicction,may 
1: pleaſe you to vnderſtand, that there is 
indeede a difference, becauſe three Reſem- 
blaxces of the Temple arc now ſurcealed 
and determined. For firſt, as the Temple 
figured Chrift Jeſus, and bad thoſ: parti- 
cular priuiledpes, that all muſt reparre vn- 
ro it, or turn Thery faces roward 1t 11 their 
Prayers,it gluethplaceto Curis rt Iz 
s Vs, who is our true Temple, ro vvrhom 


onely wercſort by Fajth, toward whom 


Orely, we arc to caſt our Eyes, and direct 
our Prayers. 

Secondly,as it was a vifible repreſenta- 
tion ofthe Church Catholique, now belce- 


ued of vs (though not ſcen) And coudled Epheſ, 2, 27, 


together in Chriſt the head e& cheef corner- 


- ffone.by a coniunition of Soule, though not 


by contienity of Body, it hath no neccflary 
F 2 \-* "07. 
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cotinuance.Of which Catholike Church 
fayth Chryſo/ſtome. Nihil alind eſt Eccleſia, 
quam ex noſtris animabus conſiructa ao- 
mus : The Church is nothing elle, buta 
Houle builded of our Soules combined, 
In the unity of the fayth, and knowledge of 
the ſame God. And therefore Saint Auſters 
affirmerh,that He pratesin the Temple,who 
prayes in the vnity and peace of the Church, 
howſocucr diſtant or remoued from place 
or perſons. | 
Thirdly, the Neccfhity is ſurceaſed, as 
the Temple repreſented cuery Santt;fied 
tCor-68>beleener, whole Soule and body is novve 
made a conſecrated Temple of the liutng 
God . Inhis priuate deuctions hee neede 
neyther trauaile nor looke to Jeruſalem, 
to this place, or that; for the Kingdome 
Of God is within vs, and his Temples are 
we. Volens in temploorare,inte ora; Being 
defirous to pray inthe Temple, pray in 
thy ſelfe , alwayes prouiding, ther thou 
34 IO: mayſt be the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt , for 
40, £.qpes , there God heares, where he dwelles. Now in 
theſe three former Repreſentations, the 
neceſſity of one peculiar locall place, is 
| : nor 


Epheſ, 4+ 


Anouſt in pre- 
at in pf. 130. 


% 


_ Houles 
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not remayning. But as the Temple cſpe- 
clally , and alſo many other Houſes and 
Synagogues, in cuery Citty, we are crec- 
ted as conucnient places, for The Tribes to 
reſort Unto, that vnity and vniformuty 
might be nouriſhed, publike praicrs vſcd, 
the Law read & expounded : ſoare they 
now to bevyrged ascxamples for Chriſti- 


an Magiſtrates, toaſhgne Houſes, and. 


places for Gods ſeruice,and to cal% com- 
p<ll their people to the frequenting of 


them, In which ſence, and to which Pur- | 


poſe, are all exhortations and examples 
of the Old Teſtament , in force now. ro 
mooue vs to Secke the face of the Lorde, 
in the aſſemblie of his Saintes , and in the 
of Prater. 

Iris true then, that now neyther art 7e- 
ruſalem, nor vpon any other Mount, but 
cuery where is the Lord to bee worthip- 
ped 11 Spirite and Truth : and as Hierome 
ſeemed long, before to propheſic of our 
Brittaine : Hieroſolymis , & de Britannia 


equaliter patet aula Celeſtis : Whither wee Hierem ad pas- 
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lohn, 4,32. 


pray,or liue at Jeruſalem or in Brittaine, in- #*m. 


differently the Court of Heauen hath Auai- 
HR ence 
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ence and entrance for vs alike' : yer cucric 
where maſt be ſome wherein viſible ap- 
pearance. Particular Congregations are 
{mal Eprtomes & Maps of the whole com- 
i muaſon of Saincs : and whereſocuer tws 
or three be gathered together inthe name 
of Chriit Teſus, there 1s he preſent: much 
Cantic, 6,3. More 1n thu: thouſands of [{racl, and troops 
of his Church, waich is then terrible,as an 
Army with banners diſplayed , when the 
ſtindarcd of Chriſts croflc 1s aduanced,his 
word preached : VVhen all pray or Pro- 
phefie, with their ronguss, or their cares 
in one place, and with onc heart. Surely 
this goodly Order-mult make ſuch a one - 
r.Sam,”9 as Saule otherwiſe buſie, toturne Prophet, 
for the preſent: force the Sleeper, like 1a- 
Gen, 28,77 £c05,to ſtart out of his ſl:epe,and ſay, How 
terrible s this place , It isno other but the 
gate of heauen, the houſe of God : and caulc 
the very Infidel to fal downe and worſhip, 
ana ay, Godis in ſuch an Aſſembly indeedc, 
Natianz, Me 59 was Valems the Perſecutor aſtoniſhed 
nodie. and it were thunderſtroke, by the P/almo- 
| die ind Prayers of the Charch Aſſembly, by 
the graus geſture of S. Bel che Ps & 
the'rc- 


1. Cor. 14. 


3.Cor,14 
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reucrend attention of his Auditors. Such 

is the maieſty of Godly order in particu- 

ler cogregations, which muſt needs haue 

ſome local places,for the exerciſe oftheir 

publick duties, & thoſe places for the per- 
ſons and actions arc to bee accounted holie 3am. in ded; 
Temples, & to be frequented as the honſes #4t-eccte: Ser, x 


of God. And this is one of thoſe indifferent 
thingsappertaining to the Comlimeſſe and 
IVell-being of the Church ; that there bee a 
commodious place of mecting: in the ap- 
polnrment whereof, who douhteth, bur 
the Magiſtrate hath Authority to make 
Coactine Lawes,8 Conſtitutions? yet hauc 


wce neither example nor precepr inthe 


new Teſtament, for the creting of any 
publicke houſes, or appointing ofany ſer 
hours for the worſhip of God. For indeed 
che firſt mecting of Chriſtians was in pri- 
uat houſes, ficlds,gardes,ſcllers,or vaults, 
as of Lambs,fcaring the wolues,& at vn- 


ſcalonable hours, for the moſt part in the 


night time:Afrerthat ad 9monumenta mar- 


tyri,at the roombs of Martirs,8 burial pla- Evſelms, 


Ces, AS _— ready in the Shambles for 


the ſtroke of the Butcher. But when the 


Wolfe and the Lambe ; the Leopard and * 27 
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the Kidde, the Calfe and the Lyon, began to 
dwell together, that is, the Emperours and 
Afagiſtrates, became not onely tame and 
burcleſſe, but alſo Nar/mmeg Fathers tothe 
Goſpell, then began Houſes tobee built 
for Prater, Oratories, and atthe laſt, in 
Conſtantines rime, Baſilice, kingly Manſt- 
\s, and goolly buildinys to bee credted 
| for the ſeruice of God, and due houresto 
Pe: be preſcribed for the ſame : VW hich are 
the benefits, that we inioy,vnder a Chri- 
ſtian Prince, beſide the ſubſtance of Reli- 
g10N, eucn Cireum ances of comelineſle 
and Order, for the proſperous eſtate and 
furtherance of the Church amongeſt ys : 
for which,the Lord make vs cuecr thank- 
full. 

But there be vethankefull Repiners in 
our Common-wealth, that refuſe ro bee 
partakers of theſe benefits, and enter in- 
to the Houſe of God with vs : And thoſe 
are of Three ſorts. The firſt Two, pretend 
Religios; the laſt, haue neither Religion, 
nor ſhew oft. Of the former two,the one 
diſclaimes our Churches and meetings,the 
other claimes our Churches, and yet refu- 

ſeth 


$s. Sos — nds ddd oo 
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ſeth to frequent them . The firſt,are of 


thole Phariſes that name them(elues, the 
Seperation: the ſecond are pretcnſcd Ca- 
tholiques : both Recaſants, but on diuers 
grounds, T hey of the ſeperation,diſclaim 
Onur Charches, Prayes, miniſtery, and al : 8 
like the Elder Brother in the Parable,hea- 
ring the melody of our Praters, aloofe, 8 
vnderſtanding the entertainment of Pro- 
digals and finners,returned to theyr Fa- 
thers houſe, are Angry,and wil not come 
neare for feare of Infetion , wandering 
abroad in the field Zike Eſau, when Jacob 
hath his Fathers bleſſing near home,run- 
_ning into ſtrange Countries,and making 
| Ship-wracke before the Tempeſt, ſpen- 
ding their goods,and leauing their Man- 


Browniſts. 


_ ftons, when fitting ſtill vader Theyr owne 
Vines, they might enioy the food of their - 


Fathers houſe, the fafcty of their ſoules, 
and the ſafegarde of their wealth. If our 
houſes of Praycr,perhaps, becauſc they 
haue beene abuſed to Idolatry off:nde 
them,behold the Goſpell preached, hath 
pulled Idols out of our harts, and our diſ- 
cipline hath aboliſhed them out of our 


Houſes 
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TIohn7,28 Hogſes and Churches. The Temple was fre- 
As, 3,1 | | 
queited by our Santour chrif and his. A- 
poſtles in their time. And what Temple? 
1 Kiogs,s Notthat of Salomons; no, nor of Zoroba- 
Agg.t. bels erection, but that which Herod buil- 
Jeſep.an® ded, and the Jewes had 'made A denne of 
quit. Indaic. B-$;-1 
6b,15.c,14, Theewes. Caſtor and Pollux were Idolles of 
Mat,21, 13 the Heatheps : yet S, Pauleſayled ina Ship 
Aas2*: 17 hauing that Badge without ſcruple or di- 
ger :and S. Zyke deſcribing the ſarne, is 
not affcaide (for diſtin&tion) ſake to ſet 
dowae thoſe Titles of Paganiſh Idols. It 
was grofle Idolatry in the Papiſts ro wor- 
ſhip their Saints like Gods and Goddefl- 
ſes of tne Heathen:which they did,as Led, 
Vines witneſleth, and ſome other of rheyr 
In Azo#, {i6c. Yer againe, wicked on the contrary 
de cx: 4%. Was the opinion of YigHlantins , who de- 
7 priucd the Martyrs of al Honor ; and fao- 
Secret, hi, liſh the opinion of, Eunomixs, who durt 
eccleb.2 not enter the Temples of martyrs, leaſt 
*+33* thereby he ſhould be conſtrained to Wor- 
ſhip the dead. What the Opinion of ma- 
ny Separators 181n this point, I know not, 
bur their praCtiſe ſhewes them to ſauour 


ſomewhat of Eanomins, and to bee follo- 
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wers of Euftathivs, who dereſtcd all pub- 
like Churches,for the memoriall offaints - * 
in them, and would hauc his Schollers to 
conuenticiein private Honſes, And of 
this conceipr, there is a touch leftc inthe 
mindes of ſome fimple people, that ma- 
keth them timorous , nor onely to cnter, 
but to Name our Churches, er the Saintes 
by whoſe Nam-s they arecalled , vvhich 
perhappes they would noto, if they vn- 
derſtood,thar Geneuah , and other Refor- Rp 
med Churches, as well as Ie, both yſed the = "44 & 
Churches, that had beene 4b»ſeq, andre- $.3- 
tayned the Names of the Martyrs, for di. 
ſtintion ſake. | 

Bur wee leaue theſe extravagants, and 
come to the other ſeduced Recuſantes , 
which lay Claime to our Churches,and yet 
will nor come into them . Iris their Jale Supplicer. 
boaſt ,chat their Religion(& as they ſpeak) 
their Pater Noſter , builded all Churches, 
Gaze linings, aiuided Pariſhes. It it bec fo, 
firſt, Ic it 1s our greete, that ſuch our Foun- 
ders\hould be like the Carpenters of the Lopold. 
Arke, who building and preparing it for 
others,rctuſed to ſauerhelſciuesin it when 
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they had done. Bur it is no ſtrange thing, | 


ſceing many that wrought great workes, 

cucn Miracles,to the benefit of others, yet 

they themſelues recetued no good by the. 

| The Seribes of the Iewes, were the Keepers 

ofthe heauenly Recordes for ws, of the Bible 

and Bookes of the Old Teſtament,and yet in 

them they could not find one tittle of Sal- 

vation for themſelues . And did not He- 

rod reedify that Surptuous Temple of Tern- 

ſalem, whoſe ſtones the Diſciples ſo much 
ſp admired, yet he himſelfe yoyde ofall Re- 
lIigion ? But as Hereds Templeſcrued the 
Religious and Faythfull Iewes, though 
builr on a falſe ground of Popularity and 
Hypocriſte , Non tam Religionis gratia , 
quam,vt hoc modo Iudeorum animos recon- 
cilzaret : Not ſo much for Religion ſake, 
as by this meanes,that he might reconcile 
to him the mindes of the Iewes : ſo doc 
the Churches, Hoſpitals, Colledges, and 
Liuings, though creed on afalle Foun- 
dation, as onthe Merits of men, the pur- 
chaſe of Soule-health, and to the honour 
-of Creatures yet now ſerue, as Temples 
for the true ſeruice of God, and the honor 
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of his Name, all Marchandize and Thee- 


ucry being expulſed from them. 
Weeconfeſle it to be a commendable 
worke, to Build Synagogues : yet toplead 
IWaorthineſſe before Chriſt tor it, is but a 
Phariſatcall arrogancie: Anda thing more 
blefled and happy it is,to hauc our Names 
written in the Booke of life, then in Glaſſe 
W indowes, and Piliers of Marble. for 


what booteth it to ere& Churches of lime 


& ſtone, & our ſclucs be not liuing ſtones 
of the truce Temple? To which purpoſe 
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C 


Luke. 7, 5. 


Saint Chryſoſtoms Queſtions be yery per- 
tinent. How will ye eſchew the Iudgement Hom.in Mat 


of Hell? Building Churches,and not hol- 
ding vp the faith and truth of the church : 


reading the Scriptures, and belecuing 


them not; naming the Prophets, Apo- 
ſtles, Martyrs, not following theyr con- 
fcfſio. And what elſe is the Religion of the 
pretended Catholikes, if we ſhould grant 
them , that which they brag much of, ro 
bee Founders of Churches, Owners of the 
Scriptures, honorers of Saints and Martyrs, 

Bur indeed, it is an apparant yſurpati- 


on ofthem, to clayme all Churches, ſce- 
FER 1ng 
i”, 


23, 


f 
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ing long dcfore the hatching of Popery, 

Churches were created, and cnduwed 
with Liuinges : cuen before, and in Coy? 
ftantines time, when neyther the Sandy 
foundations of mens Merits, nor the Patro- 
nage and Inuocarions of Saintes, the de- 
dication of Churches to theyr honour, 
nora hundered ſuch vp-ſtart Inventions 
were found our, which they call Antiqui- 
tics, butare oncly as painted Antiques, 
making a counterfcir mockery of Church 
and Chriſtian Religion. 

Yer I would theſe kind ofpeople,would 
vrge their claim,and comeX make peace- 
able entry into the Churches they talke 
of. And whatis wanting in our Houſes 
of Praycr, that Chriſtians ſhould re- 
qujre? Delight they in the Croſſe of Chriſt? 
in the Crucifixe ? Beholde, wee haue the 
Creſſe,with the paſſionate contents, &the 
wholeſome cffees thereof vxfoldedand 
applyed. 

Wee hauec Chriſt 7eſus painted and de- 
lineated ont, as hee was by Saint Paule, 1n 
Scarlet Coloars,bleeding on the Croſſe for 


- purfins, and the Zppes of ourPaſtors, be 


45 
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454 thred of ſcarlet dippedand died, in his 
blood. Woulde they feede on Chriſt 
Telus ? Behold, heer is his ſupper, 8 init 
his Yery Body and Blood, as he ordained, 


ifcheycan be Aquile, non Graculi, Eagle: 


to flie aloft, and not 7ayes to ſeeke their 
food on the ground. Heere is Baptiſme 
by water, and the word, inthe ſame Tri- 
nity, which they acknowledge. Heere be 


the (criptures, that they yalit ofthe Law, 


the Goſpell, the ſame Pater roſter they 
brag of. We neither read, nor Preach, 
any other thing , then that which they 
ſeemeto makeaccount of , Onely as S. 
Paule interpreted , the 1»ſcription of the 
Athenian Alter, which was Ignoto des, to 
an ynknown God,8 made him a known 
God to them: ſo we vnfoldethat vvhich 
they wrapped vp in the Clouds of ſuperſti- 


IOI 


Chryſoſt. in 


1,Cor; > | 


AQR.7 


tion and Ignorance: of an ynknown Pa-- 


ter Noſter,teachingthe peopleto knowe 

that father of hcauen, to who they pray, 

and to pray tohim, they know. _ 

W hat can they alledge co be wanting in 

our Churches, that either Scripture in- 

loyneth, or the Payer primitive Antiquity 
| Rho allowed 
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allowed of, in Religion, or order ? Our 
Churches (they will ſay ) are not dedica- 
ted, Weaunſwere; Yes, as they were in 
Conſtantines time, with Praters, Pſalmes, 
and thankſgiuing, Pſalmodys & Elogys : 
not indeed with lewiſh and Heathnith Ce- 
remonies, of holy water, exorcizing & con- 
itring: Nay we dedicate them alſo, not 
indced tothe Honour and Patro.zage of 
Saints and Martyrs:butas Constatine did 
Martyrum Deo, to the God of martyrs and 
Saints. And thoſe Saints, wee honour as 
S. Auſten and the godly did in his time, 
Charitate nd [eruitete with loue not ſerui- 
tude; Non ys templa conſtruimus, we build 
no Teples to them as Patrons, yet,to the ho- 
nour of God we declare their Vertues,'8: 
propound them for Imitation, that God 
may bee glorified for them, Ihich is the 


honor that Saints ſhould haue. That which 
S. Hierome complained of, in histime,that 


the Altars ſbined with Gold and Pretious 
Stones, but Miniſtrerum nulla eſt eletfio, 
there was no choiſe made of good miniſters, 
which then was moſt true: After his time, 


whe there were Golden Chalices & Altars, 


and 
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er wooden Prieſts,we endeuor to redrefle. - 
Again, that which S. Barnard in his time 
reprehended ; Namely , that Oratories ,1 que. 
were growne to that exceeding height, that Cluniacesſ. 
immoderat length, that ſuperfluous breath, 
| ſtuffed with ſuch ſumptuous Ornamets,ſuch 
curious paintings , that nt hile they aetorted 
the cies of the ſupplicants, they hindered the 
deuotion of them ,&+ repreſented the Iewiſh 
& Heathniſh ſolemnities:we (eek to remie- 
dy this by {weeping out thoſe Gauds and 
Toyes,as Cobwebs of mens vanity, remoo- 
uing the opinion of falſe worſhip and 7#- 
herent Holineſſe in timber, ſtone, or any 
Manſion, onely garniſhing our walles 
' with decent Ornaments and ſentences of 
holy Scriptare : yet alwaics acknowled- 
ging, a reuzrencebelonging to the place 
where God i worſhipped, as the ſame Bar- tndedicat.cols 
nard (peakech, not for the ſtones ſake,bur /*- 1+ 
for the Boates of the Saints, which are the 
Templas of God,they being holy for the ſouls 
ſake, and the ſeules holy for the ſpirite of 
God, awellinz in them. Thus much for our 
Reculants pretending Religion. 


3" Thirdly I and laſtly , we notcd irte-. 
G Iigtous 
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vious Recuſantes, haniag no care of 
GODS ſeruice any way : ſuch as 
rom2 and Wander in the Strcetes , 
 trequenting Houſes of W horedome, 
of Play, of Tipling, Chambering , 
and Riet, hauing no loue to the Houſe 
of the LORD, whom wee leaue as 
Ieremy, 24.2. Wilde Aſſes, to be ſpoken withall in the mo- 
neth of their affliction,co the godly Magji- 
ſtrates, wao ſhould ſend their Officers tro 
all ſuch Oxt-ljers, as our Gracious Kine, 
did his Proclamation for the Sabbeth, at 
his firſt eatrance,and as Ezechias his poſts, 
vato all Tudah, and Iſracl, warning them 
that they ſhould be no more ſliffe-necked,but 
:.Chro 30.8, ine the hand to the Lord, and come into his 
Sanitary, to ſerne the Lord. So might the 
toy hand of God be with 15,45 in Judah and 1(- 
* [; racl, to whom hee gaue one heart to doe the 
.#- Commaunaement of the KING, and 
the Rulers, according to the worde of the 
Et | Lord. And thus farrefor the enmaunce 
IS into Gods houſe. 
*# Now, followeth the ſecond degree 
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of VV iledome, which is firſt ſer downe: || | 
Take | 


TH i 8 Va *B 


houſe of God, 
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Take heede wvnto thy Foote + obſerue thy 
ſteppes : and this I call che . preparation. 
No. man Enters the preſente of a Prince, 
(faith Sainr Baſil ) but hee confirmeth the 
Outward, and Inward partes of himſelfe, 


70 4 Renerent obeyſaunce : much morc, conftitur.exce- 


ought wee to approach the preſence 


of GOD, and His Saints aſſembled in 
holie Beauty, with feare and trembling : 
Wherefore, this precept reſpe&eth the 
bodily conformance ſomewhar,but moſt 
cs... | 

Touching the bodily preparation of 
The Foote , wee neyther yrge that baſe 
Collection of The ewes, who woulde 
prooue from this place, that at the doore ,,;,,. Marga- 
of their Synagogue, there was faſtned rit. laves. 
an Jron, to cleanſe the Shooes ; nor 
approoue of thoſe Jewiſh and Heathniſh 


Ceremonies v(cd in Popery , of ſprinck- 


ling the People with: Holie VV ater , or 
going Bare-foote with Fryers , and 
Pilgcimes, as though rhereby rhey might 
bequalified ſufficicncly, to enter into the 
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Notwithſtanding, becauſe Heauen is the 
rue Temple where Chriſt is, thicher wee 
caſt yp our cyes, and hold vp our hands, 
as ſ1gnitying where our hope 15, and the 
olorious preſence of out Redeemer : ben- 
ding eur knees and profirating our bodies, 
ro declare our Humility, eſpecially then, 
when weenter the Congregation, whetc 
Gods ordinances are deliuered. And in 
this ſence, this phraſe is a Synechdoche of 
the Part for the IWhole, of the Foot for all . 
the members of the body, which ought to 
be framed to religious decency. Bur tur- 
ther, it is alſo a Aetaphore of the Foote, ta- 
ken for the affection of the minde. For as 
the body hath Feet, to carry and recarry 
it, ſothe mind hath Afedions,which arc 
Neruiet funiculi, the ſinnewes and Cords, 
ſtirring and mouivg bodie and ſoule, as 
Lef?, Ub, infiit With Gimbals and deniſes,in a motion or a + 
"On clocke. Ladtantius ſaith, they are 1nni7o 
currui ſmiles, like a Coach drawne with 
m_ and wheeles . The Heathen phylo- 
Stoiky. Peripas, ſophers cndeuoured, ſore to cut off thoſe 
718 Feet, which was abſurd and impoflible : 
M - | Others to moderate them , which was 
4 Þ ; {ome 
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ſome wiſedom, burtnotal: but we know- 
ing them to bee Immoderate, muſt Bridle 
them;(eeing them Crooked, muſt ſtraigh- 
ten them;fecling chem Defiled,mult clenſe 
th-m; perceiuing them on a falſe ground, 
muſt order them: and all this may bee *© 
done by Circamſpe&ion and Heede-ta- 
ting tothe worde of God, which is 4 Lan- Plalme 11g. 
gerne to our feet, and 4 light unto our ſteps. 
S. Ambroſe fakes occaſton trom the ſhape ©" 
of che body, to aduertiſe our minde,whar 
the aff:&ions ſhould be.Jt & well ordained. 
(faith he)rhat man hath only two feet with 
Birds, and not foure feet with beaſtes : For 
by this, hee may learneto fly aloft with 
the Birds , and not with Beaſts to incline 
and decline to the grofler, and carthly 
things of this world. Againe the feete of 
our body are made to walke, toſtand, 8 
bend : fo arethe aff-ctions of the heart 
made to walk, & that (wiftly, like Hinds 
Feet, that they may conucigh vs into the 
higheſt places,the holy hil, whence com- 
meth our helpe, and not finke into the 
earth, and take roote there : By them wee 
ſtand firmely and conſtantly in truth, in 
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prace, in fayth: by chem wee bend in the 
leruice of God: So then, neither like fonr- 
footed beaſtes, muſt weeturne our faces 
downeward, nor cleaue to the Earth 
wich our belly like the Serpent, nor bee 
ike Plantes and Trees , whoſe foote is fa- 
ſtened to the Ground , Ir is written of 
certaine Plantes in Scythia, called Bo- 
Bartas, NARETS, Whereof a man may doubt 
whether they be Plants or Beaſts : That 
our: ofthe ground they growe, but they 
carty the yery ſhape of Lambs,and ſeeme 
tro feede like Lambs anely , becauſe they 
haue no Feete, but are faſtened by a ſtake 
from the Nauell to the ground : when 
- they hauccaten the Graſſe round about 
them, they perriſh and wilter away. Such 
is the generation of worldlinges, who arc 
tycd by the Nauell and (enſuail part, vn- 
torh2 earch, and che ſhorr pleaſures and 
prohics the: eof: they feede, and lay about 
them, as farrz as the ſhort Teddcr of their 
tim: and place will permit, but becauſe 
they haueno Feeze to carry themfurther 
to bettcr paſture, when their ſcope of life | 
is done, the world is done,andall is _ 
Wit 
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with them , they periſh and come to no« 
thing, as an vntimely fruic - Bur wee that 


hauc Feet and aft:&ions, ro make & cat- 


ry vsto further thinges , muſt take heede 
they pe noc faſtened in the World, and 
eſpecially we muſt look ynto them when 


wee draw nearetothe Preſence of God in 
bi hoyſe. It is noted of ſome, that if Con- 


jurers compaQting with the Dewill, ſuifer 


their foote to ſhippe, or amiſſe theyr Circle, 
or pronounce not Right , the Denil/ takes 
his aduantage 8 deſtroyes the. The Lord 
1s not ſo {uddain, nor fo ready to deſtroy, 
but rather is a ſupporter of. them that en. 
ter his Cercle: if they ſtumble, hee ſtayes 
them : if they fall, hec rayfth them vp : if 


Eraſ. 


they are abour to ſinke,as Peter was oy the Matth,r4, 30. 


Seas, he catcheth hold ofthzm, ſo as they 
call vppon him . And this js aur comfort, 
that we hauc notonely directions, to ad. 


viſe vs, but the ſptrite of God, and the 


Guard of his Angels, to hold vs vp, if we 
will yſc tail the Lord ynto vur ayd, by 
feruent TInuocation : and diligently medi- 


tatc in his word, for the beſt directions of 


our feete. Now gue mee lcauc then to for" 
G 4 dowue 
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downe ſome of thole direQions for our 
feere, which may ſerue at all rimes,but el- 
pecially, when we entcr the bouſe of God. 
Firſt, wee arc to looke; rhat the Greund of 
pur feete bee firme : Secondiy, that the 
Shooes of them be put off, when we approch 
The holy place : Thirdly , thar they þee 


freight and wpright: Fourthly, that they 


bee Often waſhed :Fiftly, that they bee a- 
gaine Shod with new Saxdalles . And hiſt, 
theground of our feete muſt be firme and 
boly. The world 1s a {lippery Mountaine 
of yce: In which, the beſt haue been cn- 
dangered. Daxids feete had well nigh flip- 


ped, when he ſaw the flouriſhing eſtate of 


the wicked : Aggine, hce ſtucke fait inthe | 
Mire of worldly forrowe, when the water 
of afflitions entred to his Sou/e,he could 


- never recoucr nor cxtricate himſclfe, til] 


he entred into the SantZxary, then he vn- 
derſtood in what {lippery places the wic- 
ked were ſet, whoſe wayces when they gli- 
ſtered moſt , did ſooneſt dectiue them. 
The onely firme and holy ground tocſta- 
bliſh our feete, and ſtay our aff:Rions, is 
Chriſt, 4 way,without bywaies truth with- 

| out 
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out error, life without danger. Hec is, vis Barnard: 


CF patria : our way and our Country. Per il- 
lam currts, ad illum curris; inills requieſ- 
cis : by lum thou runneſt ; to him thou 
runneſt;in him thou reſteſt. He is the Arke 
where the Doxe onely findeth ſure foo- 
ting, The feet of our hope,loue,8 deſire, 
muſt be in his righteouſnes & merits; our 
proceeding and walking, mult bee in the 
IVazes that he hath ordained for vs to walke 


Auguſtine 


in, On this ground,it we enter the houſe of - 


God,we may (ay with Dauid, My foot ſtan veg. 16,1. 


deth in vprightneſſe, I will prayſe thee (0 
Lord) inthe Congreeation. 
Secondly, commigg, to this holye 


ground,wec muſt puroffoFſhoocs,as Me- 


ſes was commaunded , ftanding ox 4 holy 
ground. The olde ſhoocs of our cortupr 


choughtes and praiſes, all former deui- 
ſes of our worldly conuerſation, the de. 


ſires of the fleſh cloured and clogged with 


carnall luſtes , with malice and rancour, 
ſcrapping reuenge, and ſtamping in rage 
and fury, which are all odious to God, & 
ynſcemely 1n the beuſe of Prayer. 
Thirdly, our feet and affeRions being 


growne 
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growne crooked & clubbed with the cu- 
ſtome of ſinne, with our deformed luſtes, 
and che windings and turnings of Hypo- 
criſic, muſt be made ſtraight and vpright, 
not halting, berweene God and Baal, bc- 
tween ruth and falſchood, Chriſt and Be- 


lial, Popery andthe Goſpell, leaſt we bee | 


accounted Iuſtly a crooked generation. 
Saint Auſten telleth vs , which bee our per- 
fett and wpright feete : Pedes tui, Charitas 
tua : Thy Charity and lone is thy fecte : Duos 
pedes habeto, noli eſſe claudus : Hue tuvo 


feete : bee not lame. WV hat aretheſe two 


feet ; but the two Commundements of loue : 
the one to Goa,the other to our Neighbor? 
T#is pedibus <: ad Deum,with theſe two 

24. To halt on the Right foot 
with G OD inReligion, as Heretiques and 
Papiſtes : to halt on the left foote, with our 
Neighbor,likethe Schiſmatiques & Brow- 
ziſtes, marres the gate ofa Chriſtian, and 
makes it deformed. 


Gal. 2,14 It wasathing blamed in S. Peter,and o- 


thers,thatthey did not orfLopodein go with 
a right and ſtreight foor,to the truth ofthe 
Goſpell- who, although they were ſourd 


in 
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in ſubſtaunce of Tr#th, yer they halted in 


circumſtance . And what hath beene rhe 


cauſe of many bitter Quatreiles 1n our 


Church, bur this halting, and difſimulatt- 


on of thoſe, that have preached the Gol- 
pell, perhappes truely, but halced downe- 


- | right on theright foote of theirloue and 


duty to men ?I mean ſuch as haue entred 
the Charch,vadertake the charee of ſoules, 
withour ſtumbling at Subſcription, to Or- 
ders and Articles of uniformity , and yet 
afcer theyr enterance hauc beene graucl- 
led,and ſhewed diſcontentment. Can this 
bee ſincerity , or is it not rather double 
dealing, eyther of mindes vnreſolued, 
or Hypocriticail ? To bee Conformitants 


in the Yainerſity, Exorbitants inthe Conn- 


zrey; to ſubſcribe before the Byſhoppe, res 


neage before the Patrone, ſound out an * 


Alarum of defiaunce to all Orders , a- 
mongeſt the People ; To account the 


Ceremonies of the Church indifferent, 


before the Learned: tocry out amongeſt 
the Yulgars , that they are Seperſiitions 


and Intollerable greenances , This Faſt 


au loſe,hath bred in many fimple men, a 
| doubt. 
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doub:ful wancring,when they enterints 
the nouſe of God,whicher they may kneele, 
wh<n others kyeele, or Pray when the Mi. 
niſter reads Prajer,or Hear, when a prea- 
ccrprofelſsing Confermity, preachech, or 
catty an Authorized Bible for f:are of the 
Apocripha , or reade the Pſalmes of the 
Church,for tear of ſome exceptions taken 
agaiaſt rhe Tranſlation, or ſuffer their chil- 
dren to be Baptized in an vſual fount, or 
wich The ſigne of the Croſſe : or indeed 
come tothe Houſe of God, when there is 
no Sermen.And thus halting guides hauc 
begotten limping Schollers, the Church 


is d:iturb:d, our praicrs hindered ; One 
ſwelleth at another , one Tudgeth another, 


and all our exerciſes are diſtaſted by apre- 
judice concciued ,: that nothing is Well 
done,that is done by the book. Such croo- 
ked dealing inthe reproof of (mal things, 
ha:h cauſed a general halting in the per- 
formance ofrhe greateſt. 

But I letpaſle this kind of crooked wal- 
king,and deſice caery one entred into the 
Co:1gregation, that he look to the ſeue- 
rail Clogs of his aFetions & feer. YOu 
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the body is in the Houſe of God, it may be 


The feet bc intheircloſler at home, ot in 


theirckeſt faſt locked, or in their neygh- 
bors lands or Goods, or in another mans 


Bed,and in the ſtocks of Fooles : forthere {9% v6 


amat, n3n 
vbi aninat. 


is 4 man,where his mind and affetTtons are. 
The dewill is (ubtill, as in Takzne, foin 
Holding his Captines. Heelcts them haue 
Play andliberty perhaps,to go to Charch, 
to Kneele, and Speake, and ſing, 8 Heare, 
with others, to d# many good thinge,but 
alwaics hee hath him faſttycd, ifnot by 
both Legees, yetby One at the leaſt, thar 
wacn heliſthe can fetch him back againe 


with a Twitch. One ſecret finne, or one 


wicked cuſtome, ſtil hee hanges faſt by, 
though the reſt be ſhaken off, & ſnapped 


in ſander. If Pride bee beaten downe ina 


man, he twiſteth the Cord of Luſt; if Luft 
be quenched, he kindleth Anger; if Anger 
cea(c, he fetters him with a couerous De- 


frezit that be Cut off, he holds by ſecurity; 


it ſecurity bc Rouzed, he hangs by Curio- 


ſity. And one little Hole in a Shippe may 


drowne ir. One Foot in the Stocks keeps 
the whole body faſt, One afeRion intan= 


65: 
god 


I” 


I16 Salomons Porch 


gled with-the Zone of the worlde, | the 
Priae of Life, the Luſt of the Eyes, the mas» 
lice of the heart : one tricke of deccipt or 
Cozenage, one falſe rrade continued, 
may make a man haul downeright, and 
ſaggecto the Diucl : VVhich is that which 
Sainc Chriſoftome ſpeaketh : Anis off 
non toto corpore, ſed una tantumpede cap- 
Io r.Tim, 2 #4, fenetur, &c. A Birde , though nor 
caught by the whole bodie, bur onelic 
by one Foote, is the Foulers prey, that 
laide the Snare . Let vs therefore ſnappe 
aſlunder the Cordes of Sathan, cut off the 
Clogge of that Foote which hangeth be- 
hind, and maketh ail our devotion and 
profeſsiontohalt. ; 
 Fourthly, our Feerze muſt be ofcert wa- 
ſhed. Although wee are waftied, and 
are wholly cleane, yet muſt wee ſtil waſh 
our Feete and Aﬀe&ions, or elſe, they 
will not keepe ccleane. Euen the godlic 
in this Life, trampling in the Worlde, 
are often dabled and defiled. Tradeſ- 
men in their Trades, cannot ſweepe the 
Shoppe lo cleane, hor keepe their ſtreets 
ſo faire, but they leaue ſome duſt of de- 
ccipt 
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ceipt , ſome {luttiſh Cotnerof doubble 
dealing , which are to bee ſcourcd and 
... waſhed from their Fcere and AﬀeRi- 
ons, by Prayer and Repentance, when 
they enter the Temple of GOD elpect- 
ally. | 

| The Miniſter in his moſt Heauenlie 
and Amgellicall calling, may gather ſoile 
in his ions, ifnot, by his Jenorance, Auguſtin. 
and, Negligence, yet Propter pulyerem, tn 
forthe Duſt of the world , that is Reaaze 

fo ſticke to his Feete, it hee ſhake itnot off, 

before hee enter into the Pulpit. All pro- ; 
tcſSions ſecular, had neede to Waſh of- 
ren. The vprighteſt 7#dge , the Lear- 
nedeſt Connſailor , the bet dealing Of- 
ficer , while They Indge and Praiſe a- 
monyelt the Multitude , cannot chooſe 
but they muſt haue ſome Sporres intheir 
Feete and AﬀeCtions, though no corrup- 
tion cleaue to their owne handes, yetit 
may bce brought in by dirtic Clyents, 
malicious Suters, and foule cauſes ; or 
priuilic fetched in, by cunning Ser- 


uvants. 
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Rinns qui fluit, cauat terram, ec. A riuer 

where it runnes along, doth gull the earth : 

Seneca deir4 and the paſſage of temporall affarres frets 
into the Conſcience. Walking in this 
wotld, the cleaneſt men fouls the feetc of 
their Aﬀe&ions many waycs, and therc- 
fore muſt be waſhed. 

Fiftly , our Ground choſen, our Feete 
diſcharged of the old ſhooes, ſtreighined, 
and made vpright, waſhed and cleanſed, 
muſtnow againe be New ſhodde with the 

Epkel.6. Preparation of the goſpell of peace : That is, 
with a willing and forward dcfire to im- 
brace the Goſpell , whatſocuer prickes or 
woundes it ſeemes to giuc, inthe delivery 
of it, or difficulties it brings in the prof-l- 
{10n of it. This prepared minde, and ref 

lucion,carryeth ysfarrefromthe World, 
maketh ys nearc to God,knitteth our eares 
to his I/ord, our Harts to his Will, & our 
Soules to his Spirite . Thus following the 
Foot, wee haue brought our Eare to the 


FELER 


erciſe. Bee more ready to heare, then to offer 
the Sacrifice of Fools. | 
3 Andthis is our third Point, and 


Place, and within the Hearing of holy ex- 


Thira 
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thirddezree , of W iledome, the exerciſe 
of Religion in the Houſe of God (Hea- 
ring) which is to bee handled, firſt, by it 
ſelte, ablo/utzly : ſecondly, by compart- 
ſon, as it 1s preferred before the Sacrifice 
of fooles, wherein will enſue theyr diſco« 7 
ucry.As by the feot was {ignified both our 
' whole body, and alſo our Inward affections: 
ſo wee mult nor thinke, but this Hearing 
implycth ail ether actions of Gods ſer- 
ulce, as Praying , confeſsing , prayſing God 
1n theyr {caſon and times and yer beſide 
alithts, the inward Obedience alſo. In- 
deede, Hearing is the cexcellenteſt fence, 
and of greateſt apprehenſion, extending 
ro thinges Yiſtble and Inuiftble, Temporal 
ard Ewerlaſtins.Therefore the Lord hath 
made ir, the ordinary meancs of our Con- 
ucrſ1on : Faith comes by hearing : and the Rom! ro, 17: 
pc» np KHe4 of his Seruants, as //ate in the 
perſon of the fayt' falldedlareth, Thou haft "* 59 
opened mine care : and David of himlelte, | 
Aures mihi perforaſti : Thou haſt bored Pal 46. 
mine Eares: <liuding to thoſe Sernants 
inthe Lavwe, who becauſe they refuſed 
| _ , forthe pleaſing ſeruice of theyr 
H Mayſter, 
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Mayſter, had theyr Eares bored, asan out- 

ward marke of their inward loue and o- 

bedicnce. And in this reſpeR che Saintes 

of God arc hambled at the feet of the Lord 

OT 253 toreceiue his word: Chriſt calleth his dili- | 

Luke 10, 42 gent Auditors his ſpiritual! Kinsfolke : Ma- 

ry was commended for chooſrag the better 

part, when ſhe ſat at the feete « Je Santor 

toheare his wordes : and to conclude, the 

neglect or contempt of hearing the word, 

is atoken of them that deſpiſe the Coun- 

©2508 ſaile of God, andare none of his : for he that 

is of God heareth his word. Nay, the Pray. 

ers, and other excrciſes of Religion can- 

 notbe acceptable to.God withour it : For | 

 Proucr, 28,9. hee that turneth away his eare from hearing 

the Law, his praiersſhall bee abhominable : 
that is, a Sacrifice of Fooles. 

Bur yet this Attion of hearing , is fo 
ſubic& to folly alſo,that Chriſt ſhewed in 
the Parable dhe grounds three bad hea- 
rersfor one good: and therefore he called 
vppon them that had eares, and heard his 
wordes, yet to heare more effettually. So 
that hearing is not to bee ſuperkicially 
yndcrſtogd of the outward Attion : bur 
EY TES WOFCIRY Fre: 
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that entring into Gods houſe, we be ready 
tO heare, and doe, whatſocuer is required 
ourwardly or inwardly by the Lord. For 
it we vade;ſtand hearing in this place [zte- 
rally, how can the Miniſters fulfill it, who 
muſt pray and preach, and not perhappes 
heare,wheu thcy enter Gods houſe ? If li- 
rerally we vnderſtand it,how did Peter 6+ 


John ; who went to the temple to pray at the Att. 33t. 


.ninth houre of Prayer ? It Interally wee take 


it, chen belike, we ſhould neuer bercady, 
when wee emer the Church, to Pray, or 
ſpeak ro the Lord,nor addrefle our (clues 
to foyne inthe Praters of the Church, be- 
caule all our readinefſe and prepararion 


ſhonld be ro heare onely. But who percei- 


ucth nor,that thoſe which enter the houſe 
of che lord,with a rcadinefle to Pray,with 
preparcd mindes to contcfle their fianes , 
& roioyne jn the cxetciſes of the church, 


are ready toHeare, according to Selomons 


aduiſe, and doe heare in eff:&, when they 


obey ſuch preſent order and cuſtome, as 
the Church of God obſeructh, wherher1n 


praying;confeſſing,hearing,preaching,or 


. partaking in the Sacraments, 


Wood 
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— Butheeregiue meeleaueto ſhew you 
the ſhallownefle of them, that make this 
a deepe point, and vrge it, (as commonly 
the Phariſes did the tith of Curvine and An- 
#yſeeds) out of the words of this Text, ve- 
ry preciſcly :namely, thata Chriſtian en- 
tcing into the houſe of GOD, while the 
miniſter is preaching,ought by no means 
to fall downe on his Knee, or offer any | 
Praycrto'G O D : Their reaſon is, from 
the Letter of this Texte, becauſe wee are 

__ commanded,when we enter Gods houle, 
_ tobee More reaay to heare , then offer the 
Sacrifice of Fooles , and that Prayer (ſay 
they)which we make at ſuch our entrice, 
1s a Fooles Sacrifice. Now this is a point 
of Countrcy-diuinity, ſo currantly recei- 
ved, that hee is acccuntcs the beſt Cate- 
chiſed Chriſtian, who dropping intothe 

Church in time of a Sermon,lookes wild- 
ly, like an vaconuerted 7»fidell,vſing nei- 
ther geſture of reuerence to God, nor of 
humanity to men : and hee is cenſured as 
ſuperſtitious and fooliſh , that vncouers 
his head, bowes his Knee, or ſpeakes one 

' wots to his GOD, and rearcs not yp his 
E Cares 
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cares and heares preſently,if the Miniſter 
be ſpeaking. 
I will notexamine whether this barba- 
rous bzhauiour, which aman would nor 
like of in any common mecting, bee de- 
ccnt or no,for the Congregation of God, 
where all things ſhould be done honeſtly & 1.Cor.14, 40. 
en order : but this I would defice might be 
remembred, which every deuont Chriſti- 
an knowethto be true. Prayers arc cither 
| Continued deuetions, or elſe ſhort Inuocati- 
ons, (uch as Saint Auſten calleth Eiaculati- Auroſt. BMP. 
ones, ſbodtings, or ſparks and flights of Praji- 131. 
er,which notwithſtanding deliuered from wm my 
the ſtrong bent of an intentiue and feruent mods iaculetas 
delire,doe pierce the heauens, Now 1n time 
of other exerciſc of the Church, to frame 
themſclues to continued Prayers , {ingle 
Soliloquia, and private Devotions , may 
ſecrne to be out of ſcaſon and fooliſh; but - 
to fall downeat the enterance, and ſend 
vpa ſhort petition, as a Przface and In- 
troduCtion to our hearing , 13 to declare 
that wee come to heare , but want helpe 
from aboucto hearcaright ; that'wee ac- ' 
knowledge the preſence of GOD inthe 
Fo H3 _ Con- 
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Congregation , before whom wee baw * 
& this is cuen part of our hearine, to pre- 
pare our (clues to heare, by calling yppon 
God to affilt vs , as alſo in hearing to trea- 
{ure vp the Leſſons. thar afte& vs, witha 
requeſt ro the Lord co confirme our me- 
mory and practi: in thoſe points. 
 Agpaine,doth notthe ſame Spirit, that 
warneth vs to bercady to heare, when we 
enter the houſe of God; in that hee callerh 
the ſame Houle, the houſe of Prayer , and 
commaundeth to enter the Gates thereof 
with praiſe, as alſo to worſhip and fall gown 
and kneele before the Lord ; moſt plainely 
ſhewe, that Pray/e and Prayer , are moſt 
properfor the very ent:ance of che fayth- 
ful!, and toe firſt teppes ol the godly into 
the ſame houſe of God © 

 Ttſeemeth that the Yabeleeners and n- 


learned in Saint Paales crime, contered the 


' place of holy exerciſe, with this ſtrange 


bchaniofr : bur when they vnderſioode, 
that God was preſent in the ſpeakers, They 


EoM142 4: 21! downe and worſhipped, and ſaide; G O-D 


uu in them indeede : and is it nor fit that 
we, who know we enter toF ear the Lord 
by IM him- 


Wi, 
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himſelfe ſpeake, doc fall downe and ac- 
Knowledge it, both for the Hwumbling our 


ſclues at His feete to heare his word, and ab 


foforthe gathering together of our ſen- 
ces,diſperſed in the very journey to Gods 
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Houſes? that I lay nothing, how we ought+ 


tro manifeſt to others, with what diſpoli- 
tion we enter. Bur it is ſtrange co behold, 


that men ſhould fo ſtraine #uf Gnats, and 
ſwallow vp Camels: tharthey ſhould bee 


ſo ſtrict to hcare the Sermen at the firſt 
daſh,& yer ſocarelefle to Heare,& ioyne 


in the prayers and readings ofthe church 


at all. They make no Conſcience- of ncg- 
ligent and tardic repaire to Gads houſe, 
but often lic aloofc,loytering til the com- 


mon ſupplications bce paſt : they ler the 
beginning of the ſermon,the prayer, and 
many wordes vttered by the preacher to 
lip in their abſence, and neuer except - 
oainſt theſclues for ic : & yet of a ſodaine 
catring ynſcaſonably,they are ſo greedie 
of hearing,that they can ſpare noinch of 
time,to Teak co the lord (8 as.it wer lay 
grace bcfore they fall ro their meate) nor 
ſuffer one Speech ofthe Preacher, wine 
mu 
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muſt needs be abrupt at the firſt to them) 
to eſcape theirartention. This is to plaie 
the Loyrerers in harueſt, and make no ac- 
count of the Sheares, and yet to bee ſo ca. 
ger after in gleaning, thar an eare ot corne 
cannot paſle them . Bur all this Contro- 
uerſe may ſoone be endcea,, it we bee rea- 
dy with the firſt to enter Gods houſe,and 
play not the Trewants in comming tardy: 
wherein if any offend,let him not be aſha- 
med belore he heare, at laſt to craue par- 
don for his negligence, and deſire a blef. 
ſing,thatalthough he were one of che 1aſt 
in hcaring-.yet he may bee one of the firlt 
in obeying gond ordets cuer after. 

2 Nextisthe Art of hearing,compa- 
red with fooliſh Satrifices, as two contra- 


' ries, light and darkencſle,blacke & white. 


Fooliſh facrifices ate either nſraſonable, 
or vrreaſonitle: vnſeaſonable are ſuch, as 
may bee good inrhemſelues, but yet arc 
infatuated and made voſauoury, by ſome 
accidents : ynrcaſonable are thoſe, which 
haue no warrant of the word , nor com. 
mandement from God,which is the Senſe 


and rea/orof a Sacrifice; and in cyrher of 


theſe, 


—— 
» 


ſelwes, their beaſtly luſtes and appetites. 
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theſe, doth ignorancefaulter, by miſta- 


king the Circnmſtance or ſubſtance : They 


know not that they do exill. 


| Vnleaſonahle Sacrifices firſt, are law- 
full and holy by the word, yet made yn- 


| Iikethemſclues by crror of circumſtance. 


Offcring of Sacrifice was lawfull tn King 
Saules time : accordingly Saule offered [a- 
crifice, and yet Samnell told him, Thou haſt 
dope foohſhly . Agzaine, Oblations , In- 
cenſe, New Moones, Sabboths, Solemn 
daycs, & Aſſemblies, were commanded 
of God, yet of all theſe, ſaith the Zordin 
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1.524.12.13. : 


Iſay : My ſonle bateth them, they are a bur- 11, «. 14 
den vnta me : and further, He that killerh a Tay. vt. 


Bullocke, is as though he ſlew a man: he that 


ſacrificeth a Sheepe, as if he cut off a Dogges 


head: he that offereth an Oblation,as though 
he effertd Swines bloude : hee that remem- 
breth mctnſe, as though he bleſſed an 1doll. 
What was the reaſon of this > But they 
ſhould haue bcene more ready toheare, 
(that is) obey in heart and aGtion, then 
offer Sactifice : but more, they ſacrificed 
their Cattle, and did not mortific them- 


And 
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And no berter account doth the Lorde 
make now,of our Prayers, Contelsions, 
Sermons, Hearinges , Almeſ-deedes, if 

there want, inward Obedience, Repen- 
rance,with purpoſe & prattiſe of amend- 
mentof ourliues, bur as of loathſom 0b- 
lations, and feoliſh ſacrifices. Further,chey 
offced cheir Sacrifices with a purpoſe of 
gratifying che Lord, and binding him to 
them for good turnes, asour Romaniſtes 
who by Opere operato, the work wrought, 
ſuppole they purchaſed heauen, and me- 
ric their ſaluation. In which they will be 
Giuers and Benefaftors ro God, not re- 
cgiuers and takers Gratis at his hande : 
Compounders with him in offcring the 
worth of their Saluation, ſomrimes with 
aduantage and ouer-mealure, ſupercro- 
gating as they think in their arogancic : 
and ſo cheir Prayers, their Almes, theyr 


Sacrifices be made as their thoughts are, 


Fooliſh. Nay it paſſeth Folly, for it is meer 


_ Phrenſic,to ſuppeſcthe Sacrifices of Cat- 


tell in the Law were offred, hecauſe God 


hungred after them, or our deuotions & 


workes, our Iuſticeand Holineſle were 
0 


a 
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to gratific the Lord, and make him bce- 
holding vnto ys: which is as much in ct- 
t<&, as though a man ſhould ſay, he Did 
rhe Fountatne 4 good turne, to arinke of the 
Riner of it : or pleaſured the Sunne "tn be- 
bolding the beames thereof. And heertein 
apearcth the meaning of tae Lord, when 
he ſaith, Obedtence is better then ſacrifice: 
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Anu2uſt.de 
cin,de1.lib. 
To:c.5. 


Neque fonts 


quiſqua dix = 


erit ſe profu- 


And againe, bring me no more Sacrifice : iſſeſt bibert, 


tor S. Auſten norethitto be but Sarrifice- 
wm ſacrificioprelats One ſacrifice preter- 


neque laci fi 


vider It, ibid, 


red betore another. The ſacrifice of a con. . 


trite Heart before the Sacrifice ofa Beaſt. 
'The Lord will haue ſacrifices, for hecom- 


mand:d them; yer he will haueno Sacri- 


ſices, 2#0 mode ab ſtultis eavelle creditur, 


ſux voluptatis gratia, he will haue no ſacrs- 


fices as fooles ſuppoſe he will, for his ouune 
pleaſure ſake : but as they are Tokezs and 


{Vorkes of our obedience, inward and out- 


ward; and as they are Baxads to retaine & 


keepe vs in our duties, and his ſeruice. 


Neither indeede hath Hearing any other 
' preferment, bur as ir is performed with © 


due regard of Circumſtance, as it reſpec- 
teth the Inwarde obedience, andis not 
| VB 
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vnſeaſonable in hindering or drowning 
all other cxerciſes. For as Praycts, Almf- 

giving, and recciuing the Sacrament, be 

Fooliſh ſacrifices without due obſeruance 
of conditions : {o, euen Hearing it (elfe is 
an emprie deuetion, ifit want the due 

complements of four and Obedience. The 

. outward at of Hearing was not wanting 

in the olde 7/raelites, that forſooke the 

promiſe of not. entering into the Reſt : 

but that which they heard profited them 

' not , becauſeit was not mixed with faith 

in them that heard it. 

The /ewes in Zzechiels time were carneſt 
formall heaters, for they caſed one vpon . 

another, ſaying, Come 1 pray you,CF heare 

= 0Ne- what is the worde that commeth from the 
32.” Lorae : but what ſaith the Lordof theyr 

comming to the houſe of the Lorde, and 

their hzaring ? They come-unto thee, as the 

People ſeth to come , and my People ſitte 
before thee , and heare thy Wordes, but 

they will not doe them, for with theyr 

mouthes they make Teſts, and their heartes 

| follow after conetouſneſſe : and lot, thou art 

to them, as amen that hath a pleaſant _— 

47 


Heb. 4.1.2 


-_ 
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& and can ſing well : That is, They will giuc 


- theethe hearing for the time,for an houre 
C or two, but they will doe as they liſt, and 
© {peake theyr pleafure behinde thy backe, 
s | making thcmſelues merry with thy per- 
e {| f{on,or thy wordes, intheir Houſes, and 


c attheyr banquets & Tabies.Behold,then 
o a very officious eare, diligent Attention, 
© and, calling others to heare , and yer for 
: want of obedience, it is but a fooliſh Sacrts 


» |  fice. Andno doubt, as there be ſome 14o/7 
h Miniſters, that hauc mouths and ſpeak nor, 

ſo there bee very many Mob bearers, thar Plab11s, 5. 
ſt haue eares and heare mctto any good pur- 
n . | * poſe. For eytherthey loue to hauetheyr 
C cares thumped with the bouncing of a 
L lowd voyce, like the Barbarews : ortickled 
r | withthe'77mgle and hill Muſicke of fine 7-Cor-1,22. 
d wordes , like the Greciars : and as Saint | 
e Anſten coteſleth, he heardSaint Ambroſe, , hs. 

p K T uTuftin. 

ie | before his Conucrſien, Now intentione rulan. 
it | qua, debuit , ſed explorans eixe facundiam, 
' Not withſuch T»tention a5 hee onght , but 4 
7) with a curious deſire to ſearch out his Elo- , _ 
| ERA 117,21. 
{; quence : or cle their hearing is for Newes . | « 


e, and Noueltics with the Athenians: or in 
| Par- © 


I 
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i. Cer. 2,4, P4rmiality following Apelios preaching, 
2, Tim. 4. 3- & foriaking Paules: or with 1tchingeares, 
getting vnto themlclues an Heepe of Tea- 
chers, and euzry day variety ; like thote 
Pots, that are carried vÞ and downe by the 
Eares, and hauing no foot to ſland firme wp- 
on, whes they are ſet downe, ſpill all that 
n was poured into them : Or els they deceine 
_ _ themſclues, being Monſler-like, all Eares, 
no Hands, onely Hearers, and not doers 
ef the word, fromthe which S. Iames dil- 
Mathew, 7, Iwadeth. And this kind of hearing, our 
Sauiour condemneth as foolith in that pa- 
rable of the Goſpell : Whoſoeuer heareth 
theſe my words, and doth them not, ſhall be 
likened to a fooliſh man, who hath builded 
hi houſe vppon the ſand, the raine falling, * 
the flouds comming, the winds blowing and 
beating, the houſe fals, and the fall thereaf 
15 Freat. } 
fs. Thus ickiiſhly ſtandeth that Religion, 
which is planted in a ſhallow ſandy Earc, 
it is quickely ouerthrowne, and the fall 
ſcemes great, becauſe the ſhewe thereof 
-y was great in the cycs'of the Worlde. 
Hearing then, is our Obedience 1n all ac- 
tions 
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tions belonging to our callinges, and 
the ſcaſonable performaunce of them - 


which in ſomeparticulers let vs more per- 


ſpicuouſly behold. 
Firſt, the Miniſters of GOD, attheyr 


enterance igro Gods houſe, are to heare 


the LOR D,and offer their Prayers and 


thankeſgiuing for themſelues, and the . 


people , as a kinde of Sacrifice. For 
this purpoſe , The Calues of their Lippes 
muft bee well fedde in the Paſtures of 
Scriptures, (as\aith Saint Ambroſe) Apo- 


flolico ſacco paſta, faelinm pingueſcit Ora+ 


tio: The Prayers of the faithfall, beeing fed 
with the Tuyce of the Prophets and Aps- 


flles, muſt bee fatte. Ic is not thelengrh 


of Prayers, but the ſtrength and vigour 
that makes them good: Quantitas ſo- 


 lationis non confideratur . The Luantitie 


2n this payment goes not for currant, but 
the ſtampe and impreſsion of-the ſoule 
and aff:Ction. 

Againe, our Sermons and Prea- 
ching , are after a ſort, SA CRT 
FICES allo... Infteedc of theſe, 


wee muſi nor off:r an emprie yoice, 


NOT 
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nor goc about to kill rhe ſacrifice with the 
Inſtruments of a fooliſh Sheepheard, being 
blunt, and not ſharpencd with prayer , 
ſtudy and learning, our of \the VV ordz, 
which teacheth vs ro kill & diuide arighr. 
And as neyrther hony, nor Leauen,werie 0 
bee mingled with aaySacrifice ; ſo muit 
10t our preaching be honnyed ouer with 
flattery, nor ſowred and leaucucd with 
malice, leaſt our labours in this point bee 
r:prooucd ot folly.Our Reuerend fathers, 
the Byſhoppes of our Church , that arc 
ſetro ordayne Miniſters, that ſhould Mi- 


_ niſter in holy things, they doe offer Sacri- 


In Malach; 


fices when they inake Miniſters : Novve 
if chey offcrrhe blind and the Lame , not 
hearing, nor matking, whom the Lord 
hath choſen, it is theyr fig andfolly. And 
in this very caſe , fayth Saint rome, Ce- 
cum animal offert, qui indoctum ordinat - 
hee that giues orders to the unlearned , of- 


fers a blind beaſt to God : Andrhis may be 


the hinderanceof the Husbandry of the 
Church,if the grofid be ploughed with an 
Oxe and an Aſje ;that is, with The learned 


and wnlearned, yoked togerher in the Mi- 
. niſtry, 
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niltry, as Lyranus Xpounds 1 it. Againc, Droſiucex Lyr 
Patrons thazare pur in truſtwith the prc-/41%«m/apica- 
{coration of ſuch as may ſeracthe Lord : j64. © 

Y 1eTaet © Iſoder, 
it chey Obtrude the ignorant and inſuffici- 
ent, and fecond the Repulle of ſuch, with 
their Qaare Impedit, (againſt whoſe im- 
Portuna acic there may lie perhaps a Quare 
I. Puaent : ; ) or if they make ſhewe that - 
they giue freely, and ali, and yet keepe a- 

| | portion behind: they offer burta fooliſh: 

__ | Oblation, :blcinhed and defcftiue Sa-' 

crifice, betÞg no wiſer then Azarzas and AQs.5."1, 

Saphira; tor while they thinke to cozen 

the Church witha maske of Religion and 

Bounty, they he to rhe Holy-ghoft, and. 

are like to feele the waight of their ſinne. | 

Itis davagerous dallying with the Hole 

| thingsof God: letvs looketo our Feete, 

- | chatrhey ſtand vpright, play the VV ile- 

: [pen inhcaringand obcying his worde, | 

Goat: in matrers cocerning his houſe 

and ſeruice, leaſt our Prayers, Almes, 

Preaching, hearing, protelsing and al be 

| Folly and ſhame vrtovs. And rhemore 


ypright our foor, the readicr our car and. 
; L harr 
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harr areto heare and performe, the exer- 
ciles and dnties of Religion inthe ſanu- 
ary,the more faichfully and fubſtantially 
ſhall weebchauc our ſelucs in the whole 
courſeand praQtiſe of our life. 

2 Andnow followethe ſecond ſort of 
fooliſh acrifices, which arc vnrcaſonable: 
hauing no Reaſop, nor Inſtitution to,war- 
rant them. Such is all (clte-will-worſhip, 
Tepthes vow, and the performance of ir,al 
Jewiſh Ceremonies ſince the deſtruction 
of Ieruſalem,all popiſh propitiatory obla- 
tions, the Sacrifice of the Maſle,vowes of 
Beggery, ſingle life, conformities to the 


' rules ofmeo, Pilgrimages, Images, offe- 


ringsto them, prayers to Saints, and a 
thouſand ſuch inuenrions of men, impo- 
ſed, and inioyned, as parts of Gods Ser- 
uice; which all for want of Gods word of 
Inſtitution to repleuy them, do fall into 


the Hoſpirall of Foeles, and there for chis 
time we leaue them as Fooliſh Sacrifices. 


Behold then,where Jegnorance is the Root, 
there Folly is the Frwiz. The ſame J1gne- 
rance that was the reputed Mother of De- 
#9ti0n,that is bolftered out with good in- 
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Salomons Porch. 


gents,and purpoſes, that is content to be- 
leeue as the Church beleeues,tohaucthe 
Sun-ſkine of the Goſpell coucred in the 
Sack-cloath of a ſtrange tongue, topray 
it knowes not what, to worſhip ic knows 
not whom, to be blind itſelfe, and folow 
blind guides, Till both lie inthe ditch; the 
ſameignorance (I ſay) is found to be the 
Stepdame of true Godlineſſe, the Nurce of - 
Error ,& a Blind mother of a fooliſh daugh-' 
ter,for Fooles arc doing,but they know not 
that they do enill. 

But I conclude with this admoniti- 
on. of $, Paxle, that wee bee not vuwiſe. 
but underſtand what the will of GOD 
is, cucn his holy and acceptable will, that 
we may bediligent to frequent his Houſe, 
with a right anda ready Foot,that we be 
prepared notonely to Heare, but obey, 8 
doe whatſocuer hee hath commanded in 


- due Circumſtance , and according to the 


veric ſubſtance of his diuine inſtitution : 
that ſo our religious obſeruance of his or- 
dinances may be our wiſdom in the ſight 
ofal people,8&-our loid Godmay benear 
vnto vs in. all that we ſhall call vypon him 
tor. So beit, Amen, Lau Dev. V 
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| E ratacorngeſu. $ 
Er, 1, read page 4.1.1. forboth loth. p. 
7.1. 24. for Caiophant, Calophanr. p. 8. 
1.5. for vnrederent,vnreuerent,ibid, 1.10, for 
our, or. p.11.1.2.for Vico, Viv. p,26,1, 20. for 
whereof, whereforc, p,28.1.7-for to,read for. 


P. 37.1. 13, leaue on not our, p:3g.1.4.leaue 


far out,p.41.1.23. for Ambroſe,read Anguſiin. 


_ p.67.1.18.putin,I know the Princes bounty. 


Ser.2.p,84.1.2, for witedowe read wilemen 


- 
Z 
þ 


yr 0 


OS  —— ————— 


"i 


